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PREFACE

The fo llo w in g  m anuscrip t re p re s e n ts  some o f th e  in fo rm atio n  and 

in s ig h ts  I  have come upon i n  a  two y ear long  a ttem p t to  answer th e  

qu estio n  “How does phenomenology r e l a t e  to  psychology, b o th  th eo ­

r e t i c a l l y  and e m p ir ic a lly ? " . I  have found th e  re le v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  

to  he h ig h ly  te c h n ic a l ,  o f te n  unorgan ized , and o f te n  ambiguously 

fo rm ula ted . T h is essay  i s  my a ttem p t to  review  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  in  

a  somewhat o rgan ized  fa sh io n .

A f i r s t  problem encountered  by many s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  w ith  

l i t t l e  p h ilo s p h ic a l  background i s  to  fo rm ulate  a  c le a r  concept o f  

what th e  term  phenomenology means. The f i r s t  ch ap te r o f  t h i s  e ssay  

deeds w ith  th e  v a rio u s  usages o f  th e  term  phenomenology in  th e  

h is to ry  o f  philosophy and in  r e c e n t  American psychology. A lso, 

se v e ra l common confusions o f  th e  term  w ith  o th e r  term s and th e i r  

meanings a re  exp lo red . In  g e n e ra l , th e  f i r s t  ch ap te r a tte m p ts  to  

show what phenomenology i s  n o t.

The second ch ap te r o f  t h i s  e ssay  a ttem p ts  to  show what pheno­

menology h as  been s in c e  H usserl began w rit in g  on th e  to p ic .  S ev era l 

im portan t v a r ia n ts  o f  h i s  o r ig in a l  concep tion  a re  a ls o  exp lo red .

T his ch ap te r i s  p h ilo so p h ic a lly  o r ie n te d  and a ttem p ts  to  p rov ide  a  

b r ie f  ph ilo so p h ical, ex cu rsio n  in  o rd e r to  il lu m in a te  th e  works o f  

th e  American phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts  d iscu ssed  i n  th e  th i r d  

ch ap te r .

v
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The th i r d  ch ap te r  i s  th e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  e ssay , and i t  i s  w ith  

t h i s  ch ap te r t h a t  I  have hoped to  make a  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  con­

tem porary h is to r y  o f  psychology. Nowhere has r e l a t iv e ly  re c e n t  work 

in  phenom enological psychology been c la s s i f i e d  acco rd ing  to  a  ty p o l­

ogy and d iscu ssed . The work o f  th e  th i r d  ch ap te r i s  to  beg in  th a t  

ta s k .

The f i n a l  ch ap te r p re s e n ts  a  b r i e f  c r i t i c a l  a p p ra is a l  o f  th e  

phenomenological, psychology d iscu ssed  in  ch ap te r th r e e ,  fo cu s in g  on 

th e  im portan t im p lic a tio n s  o f R icoeor's herm eneutical approach f o r  

th e  social, sc ie n c es  in  g e n e ra l. When I  began t h i s  p ro je c t  I  assumed 

t h a t  psychology should  be e i th e r  phenom enolog ica lly -o rien ted  o r  

e m p ir ic a lly -o r ie n te d  ( in  th e  same g e n e ra l sense a s  th e  n a tu ra l  

s c ien ces  a re  e m p ir ic a l) ,  bu t t h a t  i t  must be one o r  th e  o th e r .  

R ic o e u r 's  work r a i s e s  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  new o b je c t iv i ty ,  n e i th e r  

s t r i c t l y  phenom enological nor s t r i c t l y  em p irica l in  th e  n a tu ra l  

s c i e n t i f i c  sen se . T h is  unexpected conclusion  marks th e  end o f  th e  

c u rre n t p r o je c t .

v i
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ALTERNATIVE USAGES OF THE TERM PHENOMENOLCGY

The f i r s t  c h ap te r  s e t s  f o r th  some im p o rtan t usages o f th e  term  

"phenomenology" in  th e  h is to r y  o f  ph ilo so p h y , surveys the  l i t e r a t u r e  

in  American psychology p u rp o r tin g  to  be phenom enological, and ex­

t r a c t s  a  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  usages o f  th e  term  phenomenology from 

t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  o rd e r  to  c o n tra s t  them w ith  H u s s e r l 's  usage o f 

th e  term . H u sse rl’s  concep tion  o f  phenomenology i s  n o t p re sen te d  

u n t i l  ch ap te r two, b u t t h i s  c h ap te r  w i l l  fu n c tio n  to  c le a r  up some 

o f  th e  te rm in o lo g ic a l co n fu sio n s  su rround ing  phenomenology.

P re -H u sse rlian  Conceptions o f  Phenomenology in  th e  H is to ry
o f  Philosophy

E tym olog ica lly , th e  term  phenomenology i s  d e riv ed  from th e  

Greek term s "phainomenon", i t s e l f  d e riv ed  from th e  verb  "p h a in es th a l"  

meaning " to  show i t s e l f "  ('Watson, 1970), and " lo g o s" , g e n e ra lly  

t r a n s la te d  a s  "word" o r  " sc ie n c e " . Thus, etym ologi c a l ly  pheno­

menology may be co n sid e red  th e  sc ie n c e  o f  th in g s  which show them­

s e lv e s . H is to r ic a l ly ,  t h i s  co re  o f  meaning has been construed  in  

s e v e ra l d i f f e r e n t  ways, and th e se  d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  c o n stru in g  th e  

te rm 's  meaning have had im p o rtan t m ethodological consequences f o r  

bo th  ph ilosophy  and psychology.

The term  phenomenology i t s e l f  f i r s t  ap p ears  in  176b i n  one o f 

Iam b ert’s  works (S p ieg e lb e rg , 1965). He gave i t  th e  meaning o f  a  

th e o ry  o f  i l l u s i o n  and i t s  v a r i e t i e s  and i t  formed th e  fo u r th  p a r t  

o f  a  methodology le a d in g  to  th e  u n v e ilin g  o f  t r u t h .

1
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The second im portan t usage o f  th e  term  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  p h i­

losophy comes in  Kant’s  The C ritiq u e  o f  Pure Reason. Kant in ten d ed  

phenomenology to  be a  ty p e  o f  n eg a tiv e  knowledge, dem arcating th e  

v a l id i ty  and l im i t s  o f  sensory  knowledge and p rep a rin g  th e  way f o r  

a  m etaphysics. M isiak and Sexton (1966) claim  th a t  Kant’ s c o n tra s t  

between th in g s  them selves and th in g s  a s  they  appear (noumena and 

phenomena), which i s  s o r t  o f a  co rn ersto n e  in  h is  ph ilosophy , im p lie s  

a  co rrespond ing ly  c e n tr a l  fu n c tio n  fo r  phenomenology, s in ce  

phenomenology i s  th e  method by which phenomena may be s tu d ie d , and 

j, s in ce  by d e f in i t io n  only  th e  phenomena a re  knowable. S p iegelberg  

(1965) d isp u te s  t h i s  c la im , however, saying th a t  th e re  i s  no reason  

to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  d i s t in c t io n  between noumena and phenomena in  

K a n t's  works has any th ing  to  do w ith h is  usage o f  th e  term  phenomen­

ology.

Phenomenology f i r s t  emerged a s  an im portan t component o f  a  

p h ilo so p h ic a l system in  H egel's  works. For Hegel phenomenology 

r e f e r r e d  n e i th e r  to  i l l u s io n s  nor appearances, b u t to  th e  s ta g e s  

o f  knowledge them selves; th e se  s ta g e s  o f  knowlege moved from th e  

n a iv e , everyday consciousness to  th e  h ig h e s t development o f  knowledge 

in  p h ilo so p h ica l, consc iousness. Phenomena were sim ply what appeared  

to  consciousness in  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  modes, bu t th ey  were taken  by- 

Hegel to  be S p i r i t  i t s e l f ,  and n o t simply m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  some 

underly ing  r e a l i t y  (a s  phenomena a re  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  noumena f o r

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

3

K ant). T h is knowledge o f  S p i r i t  i t s e l f ,  however, was n o t an a b so lu te  

knowledge (a s  w ith  H eg el's  German I d e a l i s t  p red ecesso rs , F ich te  and 

S c h e llin g ) ; r a th e r ,  i t  was p a r t  o f  th e  knowledge o f th e  h i s to r i c a l l y  

n ecessa ry  d i a l e c t i c a l  tran sfo rm a tio n  o f  S p i r i t .  Following Hegel, 

von Hartmann (1875, 18?8), Hamilton ( I 858) ,  Lazarus (1886), and 

P ie rc e  (1902) a ls o  used th e  term phenomenology in  t h e i r  works, bu t 

t h e i r  usages have no t proved im portan t in  philosophy o r psychology 

(S p ieg e lb erg , 1965) .

B rentano and Stumpf a re  th e  f i n a l  f ig u re s  o f  im portance in  th e  

h is to ry  o f  philosophy b efo re  H usserl emerged a s  th e  c e n tr a l  f ig u re  

in  what S p iege lberg  (1965) has r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  phenomenological 

movement. The works o f  Brentano and Stumpf s tim u la ted  and , to  a  

c e r ta in  e x te n t , seem to  have a n tic ip a te d  some o f  H u ss e r l 's  own 

re g a rd in g  phenomenology. B oth, however, remained detached from th e  

phenom enological movement i t s e l f .

Although a p p a re n tly  u t i l i z i n g  th e  term phenomenology only in  

some o f  h i s  unpublished w r it in g s , B rentano ' s  in flu en c e  on H usserl 

may be e s tim ated  from h is  emphasis on in te n t io n a l i ty ,  h i s  c r i t ic is m s  

o f th e  p h y sica lism  and physiologism  o f  th e  l a t e  n in e te en th  cen tu ry , 

and h i s  o c ca s io n a l re fe re n c e s  to  " id e a l"  in tu i t io n s  (S p ieg e lb erg , 

1965). B rentano seems to  have used th e  term  phenomenology a s  

synonymous w ith  th e  term  d e s c r ip t iv e ,  and i t  i s  t ru e  th a t  one 

v a r ia n t  o f  H u s s e r l 's  phenomenology may be la b e l le d  d e s c r ip t iv e  

phenomenology.
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Both Stumpf and H usserl s tu d ie d  under Brentano a t  Wurzburg, 

and H usserl l a t e r  s tu d ied  under Stumpf a t  Halle* Stumpf d id  no t 

h e s i t a t e  to  use th e  term  phenomenology, b u t H usserl b e lie v ed  th a t  

S tum pf's conception  o f  th e  term  was much narrow er than  h is  own 

in s o fa r  a s  S tum pf's phenomenology d id  n o t co n sid er fu n c tio n s  o r  

a c t s ,  i t  l im ite d  i t s e l f  to  th e  "raw m a te r ia ls"  o f  in te n t io n a l  a c t s ,  

and d id  n o t p ass  through a  phenomenological re d u c tio n . However, 

a s  S p iegelberg  (19&5) p o in ts  o u t ,  th e re  i s  much common ground between 

them; bo th  began t h e i r  s tu d ie s  w ith  unbiased d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  im­

m edia te ly  given phenomena, bo th  wished to  proceed beyond em p irica l 

g e n e ra liz a tio n s  to  th e  s t ru c tu re s  a s  something o th e r  th an  m erely 

p sy ch o lo g ica l s t r u c tu r e .

finally, with Husserl the phenomenological movement may be 
said to have begun. Husserl's lectures and works stimulated the 
work of Geiger, Pfander, Reinach, Scheler, Heidegger, Becker,
Stein and many others in Germany and Northern Europe during this 
century's first few decades. It was not until the thirties and 
forties that French philosophy became aware of phenomenology and, 
by way of contrast, it was not until the late fifties and sixties 
of this century that phenomenological philosophy became of any 
importance in American philosphical circles.
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The l i t e r a t u r e  o f American Phenomenological Psychology

Phenomenology has had few spokesmen in  American psychology. 

W illiam James and Gordon A llp o rt axe sometimes sa id  to  be pheno- 

m eno log ists , b u t Sp iegelberg  (1972) co n sid e rs  th e se  two merely a s  

"pacemakers" who opened up psychology in  such a  way th a t  phenomenol­

ogy might l a t e r  make i t s  en tran ce . Phenomenology i s  never mentioned 

in  James' works, nor i s  he o f te n  c i te d  by American phenomenological 

p sy c h o lo g is ts . A llp o rt was ap p a ren tly  acq u a in ted  w ith  phenomenology 

and e x is te n tia l is m  a s  they  developed in  Surope, bu t in  h is  own work 

he considered  th ese  d o c tr in e s  a s  on ly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  L e ib n iz ian  (as 

opposed to  th e  Lockean) tre n d  in  psychology.

Donald Snygg p ioneered  phenomenological psychology in  th e  

U nited S ta te s  w ith  h i s  19^1 a r t i c l e  c a l l in g  f o r  a  new phenomenolog­

i c a l  (o r p e rso n a l)  approach to  psychology. Snygg b e lie v ed  th a t  

behav io r i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  phenom enological f i e l d  o f  th e  be­

having organism . Thus, psychology must concern i t s e l f  w ith t h i s  

phenomenal f i e l d  and, more s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  w ith  th e  phenomenal s e l f  

w ith in  th a t  f i e l d  i f  p re d ic tio n  o f behav ior i s  ever to  become pos­

s ib le .  l a t e r  c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  Combs (who had worked w ith  Rogers) 

produced th e  f i r s t  American psychology te x t  espousing  a  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  approach , In d iv id u a l B ehavior: A New Frame o f Reference 

fo r  Psychology (19^9) • N either th e  goal o f  t h e i r  e n te rp r is e  — th e  

p re d ic tio n  o f  behav io r — nor th e  a c tu a l  methods employed — analog­

i c a l  in fe re n c e  — may be s a id  to  be phenom enological in  H u sse rl 's  

sen se .
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Rogers’ th e o r e t ic a l  w ritin g s  (a s  p re sen te d  i n  Koch, 1959; Mann, 

1964) show c le a r ly  th a t  he c o n s id e rs  h is  views to  be phenomenolo­

g ic a l  in  an im p o rtan t way. R ogers' f i r s t  mention o f phenomenology 

comes in  h is  1951 volume, C lien t-C en te red  Therapy, w herein he main­

ta in s  w ith Snygg and Combs th a t  th e  phenomenal f i e l d  i s  o f  fundam ental 

im portance in  d i r e c t in g  behav io r f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l .  The second 

im p o rtan t in f lu e n c e  on Rogers was G endlin , whose E xperiencing  and 

th e  C reation  o f  Meaning (1962) i s  s u b t i t l e d  "A P h ilo so p h ic a l and 

P sy cho log ica l Approach to  th e  S u b je c tiv e " . G endlin i s  sp e c if ie d  by 

Rogers a s  h is  th e o r e t i c a l  a l l y  i n  fo rm u la tin g  a  phenom enological 

approach to  psychotherapy and to  th e  problem o f th e  s e l f  (S p ieg e lb erg ,

1972).

In  1959 X uenzli ed ite d  The Phenom enological Problem , a  c o lle c t io n  

o f  a r t i c l e s  w r it te n  by Combs, R ogers, HacLeod, Newcomb, and o th e rs ; 

p robab ly  i t  b e s t  r e p re s e n ts  th e  s t a t e  o f  phenom enological psychol­

ogy in  th e  U nited S ta te s  d u rin g  th e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s ,  s in ce  i t  

in c lu d e s  a lm ost a l l  o f th e  c l a s s i c a l  a r t i c l e s  w r it te n  from a pheno­

m enological p e rsp e c tiv e  in  th e  p rev io u s  two decades i n  America.

As w i l l  be c le a r  s h o r t ly ,  however, i t  i s  d o u b tfu l th a t  t h i s  phe­

nom enological psychology has an y th in g  to  do w ith  H u s s e r l 's  phe­

nom enological psychology a s  developed in  Europe.

A well-known volume e d ite d  by May, Angel, and E llen b e rg e r, 

E x istence  (1958)» a tte m p ts  to  p re s e n t c e r ta in  a s p e c ts  o f  psycho­

th e rap y  from a  phenom enological p e rsp e c tiv e  and in c lu d e s  s e le c t io n s
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by th e  e d i to r s ,  a lth o u g h  most o f  th e  a r t i c l e s  a re  t r a n s la t io n s  from 

European w r it in g s  by Binswanger, von G e b sa tte l, Minkowski, and o th e rs  

(S p ieg e lb e rg , 1972). May, c i t e d  by S p iege lberg  (1972) a s  p o ss ib ly  

th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  American e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enologist, thorough­

ly  d is c u s se s  phenomenology on ly  in  h is  Love and W ill (1969), and 

even in  t h i s  work i t  i s  no t c le a r  th a t  h is  conception  o f  in te n t io n -  

a l i t y  (a c e n tr a l  concept f o r  H usserl) i s  r e la te d  to  H u sse rl’s  usage.

Lyons’ Psychology and th e  Measure o f  Man: A Phenomenological

Approach i s  a n o th e r a ttem p t to  app ly  phenom enological in s ig h ts  to  

th e  p sy ch o th e rap eu tic  ta s k .  T h is volume c o n ta in s  th e  f i r s t  compre­

hen siv e  b ib lio g rap h y  o f  w r it in g s  on phenom enological psychology 

which were a v a i la b le  in  E n g lish . The l i s t  ru n s  to  185 item s; a 

r e c e n t  (1969) e s tim a te  by Lyons p laced  th e  number c lo se  to  1000, 

bu t th e  bu lk  o f  th e se  works a re  t r a n s la t io n s  o r commentaries w r i t ­

te n  by European phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts . K u e n z li 's  volume 

(1959) a lso  c o n ta in s  a  b ib lio g rap h y  o f n e a r ly  100 item s considered  

re le v a n t  to  phenom enological psychology; on ly  one o f th e se  item s, 

however, r e f l e c t s  H u ss e r l 's  concep tion  o f  phenomenology.

During th e  s i x t i e s  s e v e ra l phenom enolog ica lly -o rien ted  jo u rn a ls  

( Jo u rn a l o f  E x is te n t ia l  P sy c h ia try . The Review o f  E x is te n t ia l  Psy­

chology and P sy c h ia try , and E x is te n t ia l  P sy c h ia try )  were launched, 

b u t t h e i r  c o n te n ts  sure fsur from s t r i c t l y  phenom enological in  o r ie n ­

t a t i o n  o r p sy ch o lo g ica l in  fo c u s . In  1970 th e  Jo u rn a l o f  Phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  Psychology began p u b lic a tio n ; i t  i s  th e  o n ly  jo u rn a l
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exclusively devoted to articles on phenomenological psychology and 
its relations to the field of psychology in general.

Although often mentioned by "third-force" psychologists such 
as Maslow, Jourard, Laing and others as part of the third-force (or 
humanistic) movement, only one recently-published text (Severin,
1973) has an entire chapter dealing with phenomenological and exis­
tential psychology; and even this text deals only with a limited 
group (the Duquesne phenomenological psychologists) of phenomeno­
logi sts and their writings.

Amongst t e x t s  in  th e  h is to ry  o f psychology th e  s i tu a t io n  i s  no 

b e t t e r ;  on ly  M isiak and S ex to n 's  (1966) te x t  p ro v ides a s  much a s  a  

ch ap te r on phenom enological psychology and i t s  h is to r y .  F o rtu n a te ­

ly ,  S p ie g e lb e rg 's  re c e n t  (1972) volume, Phenomenology in  Psychology 

and P s y c h ia try , rem edies t h i s  gap in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  h is to ry  

o f  psychology. N ev erth e le ss , Spiegelberg*s book does n o t d e a l a t  

le n g th  w ith  re c e n t  developm ents in  American phenom enological psy­

chology, n o r does he p rov ide  any u se fu l c l a s s i f 1ca to ry  scheme o r 

c r i t iq u e  o f  them. H opefully  t h i s  essay rem edies th o se  d e f ic ie n c ie s  

in  h i s  work.

F in a l ly ,  s e v e ra l  volumes pub lish ed  in  th e  p a s t  e ig h t  y e a rs  

should  be m entioned. In  1966 Van Kaam pu b lish ed  h is  E x is te n t ia l  

Foundations o f  Psychology, and in  1970 G iorgi p u b lish ed  Psychology 

a s  a  Hunan S c ien ce : A Phenom enologically-Based Approach; th e se  two
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volumes s tan d  a s  th e  most comprehensive and o r ig in a l  t e x t s  w r it te n  

by American phenomenological, p sy c h o lo g is ts . In  1967 Kockelmans' 

Phenomenology (an anthology w ith  sev e ra l im portan t a r t i c l e s  on 

phenomenological psychology and an im portan t c r i t i c a l  a r t i c l e  by 

Kockelmans) appeared , and in  1973 Natan son e d ite d  Phenomenology and 

th e  S o c ia l S c ien ces , a  c o lle c t io n  o f o r ig in a l  w ritin g s  by well-known 

phenom enological s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s .  With few im portan t excep tions 

(those  being  odd jo u rn a l a r t i c l e s ,  monographs and d i s s e r ta t io n s )  th e  

l i t e r a t u r e  noted in  t h i s  s e c tio n  c o n s t i tu te s  American phenomenolog­

i c a l  psychology. The rem ainder o f  t h i s  ch ap te r w i l l  be devoted to  

u n ra v e llin g  some o f  the  many senses in  which th e  term  phenomenology 

has been used in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  American psychology.

F urther Confusions About th e  Meaning 
and Use o f  th e  Term Phenomenology

When European phenomenological p h ilo so p h ers  and p sy ch o lo g is ts  

r e f e r  to  phenomenology t h e i r  r e f e r e n t  i s  most o f te n  H u ss e r l 's  phe­

nomenology. T h is  usage has been honored by American p h ilo so p h e rs , 

b u t American p sy ch o lo g is ts  have f re q u e n tly  used th e  term  when r e -
I

f e r r in g  to  o th e r  concep tions o f  phenomenology ( e .g . ,  phenomenology 

r e f e r s  to  p e rso n -o rie n te d , su b je c t-o r ie n te d  o f  G e s ta lt-p sy c h o lo g ic a l 

approaches to  man and h is  b e h av io r) . For th e  sake o f  c l a r i t y  i t  i s  

im portan t to  d ls tln g u id i H u ss e r l 's  conception  o f  phenomenology and 

i t s  meaning ( im p lic a tio n s , consequences, fu n c tio n s )  from th e se  o th e r
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view s. T h is f i n a l  s e c tio n  o f  th e  p re sen t ch ap te r a ttem p ts  to  d i s ­

tin g u is h  H u s s e r l 's  conception from se v e ra l American concep tions by 

b r i e f ly  c h a ra c te r iz in g  th e  view s and p o in tin g  o u t H u sse rl’s  c o n tra s t­

in g  s tan ce  on phenomenology. The f i r s t  s e c tio n  o f  th e  n ex t ch ap te r 

w i l l  p re se n t H u ss e r l 's  phenomenology a t  le n g th .

Many o f  th e  im p o rtan t so u rces  o f  te rm in o lo g ica l confusion  have 

been summarized by Kockelmans (1971 )• ? i r s t ,  i t  i s  u n fo r tu n a te ly  

t r u e  th a t  many o f  th e  is s u e s  d e a l t  w ith  in  phenomenology a re  some­

what com plicated  p h ilo s o p h ic a lly . Since most p sy c h o lo g is ts  have 

had l i t t l e  t r a in in g  in  ph ilo sophy , i t  i s  understandab le  th a t  f in e  

d is t in c t io n s  h e ld  to  be o f  g re a t im portance by phenom enologists a re  

considered  t r i v i a l  o r  p u zz lin g  by p sy ch o lo g is ts  w ithou t s tro n g  back­

grounds in  ph ilo sophy . T u rth e r, however, many o f  th e  e x is t in g  sec­

ondary sou rces  on phenomenology a re  both  confusing  and h ig h ly  b ia sed  

i n  t h e i r  p re s e n ta t io n s  o f  phenomenology. Consequently, th e re  i s  

l i t t l e  inducem ent f o r  most p sy ch o lo g is ts  to  in v o lv e  them selves w ith  

phenom enological l i t e r a t u r e .

Second, th e  views p re sen ted  in  K u en z li 's  volume, The Pheno­

m enological Problem (1959)» re p re s e n t  th e  e a r l i e s t  s e le c t io n  o f 

phenom eno log ica lly -o rien ted  a r t i c l e s  w r it te n  f o r  and by psycholo­

g i s t s  in  America. Snygg and Combs, R ogers, MacLeod, Newcomb and 

o th e r  well-known American p sy c h o lo g is ts  who considered  some o f  

t h e i r  work to  be phenom enological a re  re p re se n te d  w ith  s e le c t io n s ,  

l i t t l e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  work haul been t r a n s la te d  and p u b lish ed  i n  English
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by th e n , however, so a t  th e  l e a s t  th e se  s e le c t io n s  a re  o f te n  no t r e p ­

r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a  d i r e c t  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t in g s .  For 

example, f o r  Snygg th e  g o a l o f  psychology i s  th e  p re d ic t io n  o f  be­

hav io u r; Snygg co n sid e rs  h i s  approach phenom enological because he 

c la im s th a t  i t  i s  th e  phenomenal f i e l d  t h a t  de term ines b ehav io r 

( r a th e r  th an  any d i s t i n c t  s e t  o f  e x te rn a l s t im u l i ) ,  and adequate  

p re d ic t io n  o f behav io r w i l l  on ly  come through adequate s p e c i f ic a t io n  

o f  th e  in d iv id u a l 's  phenomenal f i e l d .  For H u sse rl, however, th e  con­

cep t o f  p re d ic t io n  i s  a p p lic a b le  on ly  to  th e  realm  o f em p iric a l 

psychology, and phenom enological psychology i s  c a r e fu l ly  d i s t in g u i ­

shed from em p irica l psychology.

R ogers' view o f  phenomenology, a s  p re sen te d  in  h is  c h ap te rs  in  

Kuenzli (1959), Koch (1959)» and Wann (1964), i s  th a t  phenomenology 

i s  a  th i r d  way o f  knowing beyond e i th e r  o b je c t iv e  o r  su b je c tiv e  

knowing. The fundam ental mode o f  s c i e n t i f i c  in q u iry  seek in g  phenom­

e n o lo g ic a l knowledge i s  s a id  to  be empathic in fe re n c e . Although 

H u s s e r l 's  phenomenology u t i l i z e s  in tu i t i o n  o f  essen ces  a s  one o f  i t s  

methods f o r  o b ta in in g  phenom enological knowledge, t h i s  method does 

no t in v o lv e  any a ttem p t to  i n f e r  th e  em otional s t a t e  o f  an o th er 

pe rso n . H u sse rl’s i n t u i t i v e  method i s  u t i l i z e d  by th e  phenomenolo­

g i s t  on h is  own th o u g h ts  and f e e l in g s  in  an a ttem p t to  g e t  a t  t h e i r  

e s s e n t ia l  a sp e c ts .

For MacLeod, a s  f o r  R ogers, phenomenology i s  sim ply an o th er 

mode o f  s c i e n t i f i c  in q u iry . MacLeod views th e  u n d erstand ing  and
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ex p lan a tio n  o f human behav io r a s  th e  fundam ental aim o f  psychology, 

and phenomenology i s  u s e fu l in  p ro v id in g  th e  "knowledge o f  a cq u a in t­

ance" th a t  le a d s  to  understand ing ; phenomenology i s  th u s  u s e fu l in  

de term in in g  what beh av io rs  th e  p sy ch o lo g is t i s  co n fro n tin g . In  o rd er 

to  answer th e  q u estio n s  o f  why and how th e se  beh av io rs  emerge more 

" s c ie n t i f i c "  methods must be used . By 1964 (Wann) MacLeod was r e f e r ­

r in g  to' phenomenology a s  a  "p ro p ad eu tic" to  psychology p ro p e r, and 

t h i s  i s  in  accord  w ith H u s s e r l 's  p ro c lam atio n s. His c o n tin u in g  

adherence to  a  G e s ta lt  model o f  p e rcep tio n  based on a  n a iv e  re a lism  

and h o ld in g  th a t  consciousness i s  an isom orphic c o l le c t io n  o f  forms 

i s  th e  fundam ental p o in t o f  d if fe re n c e  between h is  view o f  pheno­

menology and H u sse rl’s .  N ev erth e le ss , o f  th o se  American psycholo­

g i s t s  who w rote about phenomenology and psychology in  th e  f o r t i e s  

and f i f t i e s ,  MacLeod i s  c le a r ly  c lo s e s t  in  conception o f  phenomen­

ology to  H u sse rl.

T h ird , and perhaps most im p o rtan tly , H u ss e r l 's  own conception  

o f  phenom enological psychology i s  s a id  to  have undergone an im portan t 

tra n s fo rm a tio n  l a t e r  in  h i s  c a re e r .  The p re c is e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  

argument w i l l  be p re sen ted  in  d e t a i l  i n  th e  second c h a p te r  o f  t h i s  

essay ; b r i e f l y ,  however, th e  two in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  H u s s e r l 's  work 

ares a )  th a t  H u s s e r l 's  conception  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  phenom enological 

psychology d id  n o t r e a l ly  change i n  any fundam ental sense  between 

1925 and 1936 , and th u s  t h a t  he continued  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  psychology should occupy a  p o s t i t io n  in te rm e d ia te  to  pheno­

m enological philosophy  and em p irica l psychology, and b ) th a t
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H u s s e r l 's  concep tion  d id  indeed  undergo tran sfo rm a tio n  in  th a t  tim e 

p e r io d , th u s  n e c e s s i ta t in g  th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  any d if fe re n c e s  p ro ­

posed in  th e  f i r s t  in te r p r e ta t io n  between phenom enological p h ilo ­

sophy and phenom enological psychology. T h is l a t t e r  in te r p r e ta t io n  

r e le g a te s  phenomenology to  th e  s ta tu s  o f  a  school o r tre n d  more o r 

l e s s  d ic ta t in g  th a t  psychology i s  on ly  v a lid  when done in  accord  w ith  

th e  in s ig h ts  o f  phenom enological ph ilosophy .

The second in te r p r e ta t io n  o f H u s s e r l 's  view s i s  p re fe r re d  by 

phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts  such a s  S tr a s s e r ,  G io rg i, and G urw itsch, 

w h ile  th e  f i r s t  in te r p r e ta t io n  i s  proposed by S a r t r e ,  M erleau-Ponty, 

3 u y te n d ijk , and o th e r s  ( c i te d  in  S p iege lberg , 1972). To f u r th e r  

confuse m a tte rs , M arcel, R icoeur, and H eidegger, among many o th e rs  

( c i te d  in  S p ieg e lb erg , 19^5)» have a ls o  developed e la b o ra te  phenomen- 

o lo g ie s  d i f f e r in g  from H u sse rl’s  in  im portan t ways. With th e  s in g le  

excep tion  o f  M arcel, though, H u sse r l 's  work had f i r s t  to  be con­

f ro n te d . The d if f e r e n c e s  between th e  v a rio u s  concep tions o f  pheno­

m enological ph ilo sophy  and phenom enological psychology s tim u la ted  

by H u sse rl’s  work w i l l  be th e  su b jec t o f  th e  second and th i r d  c h ap te rs  

o f  t h i s  e ssay .

Not on ly  i s  i t  p o s s ib le  th a t  H usserl p re s e n ts  .several o v e ra l l  

view s on th e  n a tu re  o f  phenomenology, b u t i t  i s  a ls o  t ru e  th a t  he 

m entions a  number o f  s ta g e s  o f  th e  phenom enological endeavor. 

Kockelmans (1971) h as  prov ided  a  u s e fu l summary o f  th e  m ajor s ta g e s  

proposed by h i s  in te r p r e te r s !
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1) D ire c t a n a ly s is  and d e sc r ip tio n  o f  p a r t ic u ­
l a r  phenomena aim ing a t  maximum i n t u i t i v e  
p re s e n ta tio n  (d e s c r ip tiv e  phenomenology)

2 ) Probing th e se  phenomena fo r  ty p ic a l  s t r u c ­
tu r e s  o r  'e s s e n c e s ' ( e id e t ic  phenomenology)

3) G iving a t te n t io n  to  th e  ways in  which such 
phenomena appear (phenomenology o f  ap p ear­
ances)

4 ) Studying th e  p ro cesses  in  which such phenom­
ena become c o n s ti tu te d  ( c o n s t i tu t iv e  phenome­
nology)

5) Suspending b e l i e f  in  th e  r e a l i t y  o r  v a l id ­
i t y  o f  th e  phenomena (red u c tiv e  phenomenology)

6 ) Phenomenological in te r p r e ta t io n  designed to  
u n v e il o therw ise  concealed meanings in  th e  
uhenomena (herm eneutic phenomenology)

(p. 15?)
The re d u c tio n  th a t  ta k e s  p lace  du ring  th e  f i f t h  s tag e  i s  a ls o  r e ­

fe r re d  to  a s  th e  tra n sce n d e n ta l re d u c tio n .

In  th e  above scheme s tag es  one through f iv e  a re  u su a lly  taken  

to  re p re se n t H u sse rl' s  phenomenological p h ilso p h y , w hile  s ta g e s  one 

through fo u r  p lu s  s ix  re p re se n ts  H eidegger's  phenomenology. Those 

c laim ing  H u s s e r l 's  view o f phenom enological psychology underwent a  

change d u rin g  h i s  c a re e r  r e s t r i c t i n g  p sy cho log ica l re se a rc h  to  th e  

f i r s t  f iv e  s ta g e s  above, w hile th o se  opposed to  t h i s  view b e lie v e  

th a t  H u s s e r l 's  l i f e - lo n g  conception o f  phenom enological psychology 

i s  c o n s t i tu te d  by s tag e s  one through fo u r , w ith  a  phenomenologico- 

p sy ch o lo g ica l re d u c tio n  s u b s t i tu te d  f o r  th e  re d u c tio n  in  s ta g e  f iv e .
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Two p o in ts  abou t Kockelmans* d is t in c t io n  should  be made. F i r s t ,  

acco rd in g  to  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  su b o rd in a tin g  phenom enological psy­

chology and p sy ch o lo g ica l re se a rc h  to  phenomenological ph ilosophy , 

re s e a rc h  in  psychology would rem ain a s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  o b je c t iv e  and 

e m p ir ic a lly  r ig o ro u s  a s  i t  now i s ,  on ly  i t  would r e ly  on pheno­

m enological methods more a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e i r  o b je c t ,  man; man i s  

th u s  seen a s  a  s p e c ia l  o b je c t o f  s tu d y , d is s im ila r  to  inan im ate  

o b je c ts  and o th e r  form s o f  l i f e .  In  s h o r t ,  th ey  adopt what they  

sometimes r e f e r  to  a s  a  human s c i e n t i f i c  ( r a th e r  than  a  n a tu ra l  

s c i e n t i f i c )  approach to  th e  study o f  m an's b eh av io r.

A second p o in t about Kockelmans' d i s t in c t io n  i s  t h a t  i t  does 

no t exhaust th e  lo g ic a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  r e la t io n s h ip s  between phe­

nom enological ph ilosophy  and em p irica l psychology. Under one i n t e r ­

p re ta t io n  em p irica l psychology i s  m erely supplemented w ith  a  phe­

nom enological psychology (o r d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ience  o f  man), w hile under 

th e  o th e r  in te r p r e ta t io n  p re sen ted  em p irica l psychology a s  we now 

know i t  i s  com pletely  supp lan ted  by phenomenological psychology.

A th i r d  lo g ic a l  p o s s ib i l i t y  i s  th a t  th e re  i s  some ov erlap  between 

th e  alms and methods o f phenom enological psychology and em p irica l 

psychology, b u t no u su rp a tio n  o f  th e  o th e r s ' p ro v in ce . In  f a c t ,  

such a  p o s i t io n  seems to  be re p re se n te d  by th e  herm eneu tica l phe­

nomenology o f R icoeur. A ll th re e  p o s i t io n s  w i l l  th u s  be d e a l t  w ith  

in  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r .
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A fo u r th  source o f confusion  over th e  meaning o f  th e  term  phe­

nomenology i s  th e  p ro p e n s ity  o f  some p sy c h o lo g is ts  to  use th e  term  to  

r e f e r  to  e i th e r  what a  person i s  th in k in g  o r f e e l in g  a t  a  g iven tim e 

(a usage r e la te d  to  R o g ers ')  o r  to  r e f e r  to  th e  methods o f  th e  so - 

c a lle d  th i r d  fo rc e  movement. I t  cannot be s t r e s s e d  too  s tro n g ly  

th a t  phenomenology i s  n e i th e r  n e c e s s a r i ly  hum anistic  no r n e c e s sa r ily  

e x i s t e n t i a l .  To be concerned w ith  th e  p roper h ie ra rc h y  o f  d i s t i n c ­

t iv e ly  human needs (Maslow, 1962) o r th e  ways in  which man d i f f e r s  

from inan im ate  o b je c ts  and o th e r  forms o f  l i f e  o r th e  fundam ental 

c o n f l ic t s  and dilemmas o f m an's e x is ten c e  i s  no t to  im ply th e  use of 

th e  phenom enological method. In  many ways th e  te c h n ic a l  r ig o r  o f 

H u s s e r l 's  phenomenology resem bles W ittg e n s te in 's  c a re fu l  a n a ly se s  o f 

language (see  R icoeur in  Lee and Mandelbaum, 196?) more th an  i t  does 

th e  o f te n  r e c k le s s  p roclam ations and a n a ly se s  o f  e i th e r  hum anists o r 

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s .

The su rface  s im i la r i ty  o f  in tro s p e c t io n  to  H u s s e r l 's  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  method c o n s itu te s  a  f i f t h  source o f co n fusion . According to  

MacLeod (Wann, 1964), however, th e  two a re  s im ila r  on ly  in s o fa r  a s  

they  b o th  concern them selves w ith  th e  ex p erien ces  which a re  th e  

c o n ten ts  o f con sc io u sn ess , w hile  th ey  d i f f e r  in  a t  l e a s t  two im port­

a n t r e s p e c ts .  F i r s t ,  in tro sp e c tio n ism  assumes th a t  ex p erience  can 

be reduced  to  a  f i n i t e  number o f  s e n sa tio n s  and e lem en ts , whereas 

phenomenology makes no such assum ption . Second, th e  in tr o s p e c t io n -  

i s t  i s  concerned w ith  meaning o n ly  in s o fa r  a s  i t  may be reduced  to
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th e se  s e n sa tio n s  o r  e lem en ts , w hile  th e  phenom enologist i s  in te r e s te d  

in  th e  meanings o f  th e  phenomena o f  con sc io u sn ess . Thus, a lthough  

phenom enologists do engage in  re d u c tiv e  a n a ly s is ,  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i s  

in  th e  fundam ental s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  experience  a s  i t  i s  experienced , 

and n o t in  red u c in g  phenomena to  th e  p u rp o rted  b a s ic  elem ents o f  a  

m ental ch em istry .

S ix th , confusion  sometimes r e s u l t s  from th e  v is u a l  s im i la r i ty  

between th e  term s phenomenology and phenomenalism. Phenomenalism 

i s  an  ep is tem o lo g ica l d o c tr in e  con tending  th a t  th e  appearances o f 

th in g s  a re  a l l  we can ever know abou t them. For H usserl th in g s  

could be known on ly  through t h e i r  appearances in  consciousness, bu t 

t h e i r  e s s e n t ia l  n a tu re  was by no means c le a r .  In  o rd e r to  c l a r i f y  

th e  e s s e n t ia l  a s p e c ts  o f  th in g s  a s  experienced  in  t h e i r  appearances 

a  s e r ie s  o f  phenom enological re d u c tio n s  must be perform ed. Thus, 

f o r  H usserl i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  know th in g s  in  t h e i r  essence , and no t 

sim ply in  t h e i r  appearance .

Having now surveyed th e  use o f  th e  term  phenomenology in  p re -  

H u sse rlian  h is to r y  o f  philosophy  and American psychology, and having 

p re sen te d  a  number o f  th in g s  th a t  phenomenology i s  n o t, th e  way 

i s  p rep ared  to  say  what phenomenology i s .  The nex t two ch ap te rs  

a tte m p t to  say  what phenomenology means i n  philosophy  and psychology, 

w h ile  th e  fo u r th  c h a p te r  a tte m p ts  an  e v a lu a tio n  o f i t s  c o n tr ib u tio n s  

to  psychology and i t s  p o s s ib le  fu tu r e  u se s .
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THREE CONCEPTIONS OF PHENOMENOLOGICAL PHILOSOPHY

T h is  c h ap te r  a tte m p ts  to  b r i e f ly  d e sc r ib e  th e  th r e e  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  p h ilo so p h ie s  u n d erly in g  th e  th r e e  co ncep tions o f  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  psychology which were shown to  be lo g ic a l ly  p o s s ib le  in  

ch ap te r one (and which w i l l  be p resen ted  a t  len g th  in  ch ap te r th r e e ) .  

A ll th re e  p h ilo so p h ic a l concep tions a re  based on H u s s e r l 's  phenomen­

o lo g ic a l v iew s; th e re fo re ,  h is  views a re  covered i n  s l i g h t l y  g re a te r  

d e t a i l  th an  e i th e r  M erleau-P bn ty 's  (re p re se n tin g  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  

phenomenology) o r R ico eu r’s (re p re se n tin g  a  herm eneutic phenomenol­

ogy). N ev e rth e le ss , th e  p re se n t tre a tm en t o f  phenom enological 

ph ilosophy  i s  v e ry  sketchy  indeed  and must be understood  s o le ly  a s  

an a ttem p t to  p rov ide  th e  minimum grounding i n  phenom enological 

ph ilosophy  n ecessa ry  to  understand ing  th e  r e la te d  con cep tio n s  o f 

phenom enological psychology p resen ted  in  ch ap te r th re e .

The Source o f  Phenomenological.
Philosophy: H u s s e r l 's  Work

R icoeur (1967) h as  s a id  "A ll o f phenomenology i s  n o t H u sse rl, 

even though he i s  more o r  l e s s  i t s  c e n te r ."  (p . 3 ) .  Today, when we 

re a d  o f  phenom enological ph ilosophy , we a re  re a d in g  p r im a r i ly  o f  

H u s s e r l 's  work o r  o f  some re a c t io n  to  i t  (Kockelmans, 1967)• 

S p iege lberg  (1965) c o n s id e rs  H usserl th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  phenomeno­

lo g ic a l  movement, and R icoeur (1967) h as  d esc rib ed  phenomenology 

a s  th e  sum o f  H u s s e r l 's  work and those  h e re s ie s  which have is su e d  

from i t .

18
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H usserl viewed h is  work a s  an a ttem pt to  fo rm ulate  a  r ig o ro u s  

sc ience  o f  phenomena on an a b so lu te ly  c e r ta in  foundation ; h is  work 

was to  be a  t r u l y  p re su p p o s itio n le s s  philosophy which re tu rn e d  to  

th e  source o f a l l  knowledge about th e  w orld. T h is view i s  a  r a d ic a l -  

iz a t io n  o f  D e sc a rte s ' a ttem p t to  form ulate an a b so lu te ly  in v io la te  

s t a r t in g  p o in t f o r  p h ilo so p h ic a l r e f le c t io n  in  th e  co g ito  (o r th in k ­

in g  ego ). Phenomenology was to  be th e  r ig o ro u s  sc ience  o f th e  founda­

t io n a l  c o n d itio n s  f o r  a i l  knowing and knowledge, and th e  am bitious 

u ltim a te  goal o f  phenomenology was a b so lu te ly  v a l id  knowledge o f  a l l  

th in g s  (Kockelmans, 1967).

Although phenomenology was to  be a  r ig o ro u s  sc ie n c e , i t  was 

no t meant to  be a  sc ience  in  th e  same sense th a t  p h y s ic s , chem istry , 

or any o f  th e  o th e r  recogn ized  em pirica l sc ien ces  were sc ie n c es . 

Phenomenology was to  be a  sc ien ce  only in s o fa r  a s  i t  was to  be a  

sy s tem a tic , thorough, and f a i r  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  th e  ep is tem o lo g ica l 

p re su p p o sitio n s  o f  any em p irica l sc ien ce , and i t s  means o f a t t a i n ­

in g  t h i s  end were to  be p r im a rily  r a t io n a l  and i n t u i t i v e ,  no t em pir­

i c a l .

According to  H u sse rl, th e  em p irica l sc ien ces  a re  based upon 

th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e  o f  man a s  he goes about h i s  b u s in ess  in  every­

day l i f e .  In  th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e  cfman assumes th e  e x is ten c e  o f  a  

r e a l ,  e x te rn a l world o f  th in g s  which i s  o b je c t iv e ly  understandab le  

to  him a s  a  th in k in g  and p e rc e iv in g  being; t h i s  world i s  in  no way 

a l te r e d  by m an's p e rc e iv in g  and th in k in g  about i t ,  acco rd in g  to  th e  

assum ptions o f  th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e .  This assumed independence o f
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w orld and co g ito  a ls o  u n d e r lie s  th e  c laim s made by th e  v a rio u s  em­

p i r i c a l  sc ie n c es  th a t  in  tim e th ey  w il l  begin  to  understand  th e  laws 

governing  t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  s u b je c t m a tte rs . According to  t h i s  view , 

ph ilosophy  i s  demoted to  th e  ta s k  o f  sp ec ify in g  a p p ro p ria te  and in ­

a p p ro p r ia te  u ses  o f  term s and lo g ic ;  th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l d o c tr in e  o f 

lo g ic a l  p o s itiv ism  ex em p lifie s  t h i s  view o f th e  p roper r o le  o f  p h ilo ­

sophy in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  em p irica l s c ie n c es .

In  c o n tr a s t ,  H usserl f e l t  th a t  th e  above conception  o f  p h ilo ­

so p h y 's  r o le  was n a iv e  and in a p p ro p r ia te . Philosophy should  in s te a d  

concern i t s e l f  w ith  a  d e sc r ip tio n  and a n a ly s is  o f  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f 

th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e  i n  o rd e r to  c l a r i f y  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between 

experience  and knowledge o f  th e  w orld; th e  d e s c r ip tio n  and a n a ly s is  

were to  be perform ed upon experience  a s  i t  was experienced . These 

d e s c r ip t io n s  and an a ly se s  o f  experience  were to  be considered  v a lid  

on ly  in s o f a r  a s  th e y  employed an i n tu i t i v e  method to  th e  p rim o rd ia l 

phenomena o f  consciousness; i t  i s  t h i s  a ttem p t to  r e jo in  our o r ig i ­

n a l la y e r  o f  ex p erience  which accoun ts f a r  th e  phenom enologists ' 

s lo g an , "Back to  th e  th in g s  them selves!” .

Although we have seen i n  ch ap te r one th a t  a t  l e a s t  s ix  s tag e s  

have been reco g n ized  in  H u s s e r l 's  phenom enological w r i t in g s , two o f 

th e se  s ta g e s  ap pear to  have been fundam ental to  a l l  o f H u ss e r l 's  

w r it in g s  (Kockelmans, 196?). In  th e  e id e t ic  re d u c tio n  (s ta g e  two 

in  th e  c h ap te r  one l i s t i n g )  th e re  i s  an a ttem p t to  move from th e  

f a c t s  o f  consc iousness to  th e  g en era l essences o f  th o se  f a c t s .  T his
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movement i s  n o t to  be id e n t i f i e d  w ith  a  sim ple movement from th e

s p e c if ic  to  th e  g e n e ra l v ia  any in d u c tiv e  procedures} r a th e r ,

In  th e  e id e t ic  re d u c tio n  one p roceeds a s  
fo llo w s! a s  a  r u l e ,  we s t a r t  w ith  an a r b i ­
t r a r i l y  p e rce iv ed  or fa n c ied  in d iv id u a l  
sample o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  k ind  o f  th in g .  With 
th e  a id  o f  memory, m o d ifica tio n s  in  percep­
t io n ,  and e s p e c ia l ly  a c t s  o f  p h an tasy , we 
c a r e fu l ly  in v e s t ig a te  what changes can be 
made i n  th e  sample w ithou t making i t  cease 
to  be th e  th in g  i t  i s .  Through th e  most 
a r b i t r a r y  changes, which w holly d is re g a rd  
r e a l i t y  a s  i t  i s  and which th e re fo re  a re  b e s t  
made in  our phan tasy , th e  immutable and nec­
e ssa ry  complex o f  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  w ithou t 
which th e  th in g  cannot be conceived mani­
f e s t  them selves. T h is  ' i n v a r i a n t '  a r i s e s  
a u to m a tic a lly  and p a s s iv e ly  because th e  ob­
j e c t s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  a c t s  p a r t ly  o v e rlap , 
b u t t h i s  'p r e c o n s t i tu te d ' and s t i l l  im per­
f e c t  i d e n t i c a l  c o n ten t must s t i l l  be se ized  
in  an 'a c t iv e ly  i n t u i t i n g  g ra s p ’ .

(Kockelmans, 1967, p .  31)

The n e t r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a n a ly s is  i s  to  re v e a l  th e  e id o s  o r  essence o f  

th e  th in g .

The second o f  H u ss e r l 's  two fundam ental s ta g e s  i s  th e  pheno­

m enological re d u c tio n  (s ta g e  f iv e  in  th e  c h ap te r  one l i s t i n g ) .  There 

a r e  th re e  a sp e c ts  to  th e  phenom enological re d u c tio n . F i r s t ,  th e  

phenom enological re d u c tio n  i n  i t s  s t r i c t e s t  sense in v o lv e s  a  "b rack e t­

in g "  o f  be in g  and o f  th e  q u estio n  o f what i t  means to  say t h a t  some­

th in g  e x i s t s .  Second, th e  phenom enological re d u c tio n  r e q u ir e s  a  

re d u c tio n  o f  our c u l tu r a l  w orld to  our exp erien ce  o f  i t .  T h ird , 

th e  tra n sc e n d e n ta l re d u c tio n , in  which th e  experience  o f  th e  i n ­

d iv id u a l  s u b je c t o r  co g ito  i s  lin k e d  w ith  a  tra n sc e n d e n ta l ego,
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com pletes th e  phenom enological re d u c tio n . I t  i s  t h i s  f i n a l ,  t r a n s ­

cen d en ta l re d u c tio n  which p ro v id es  th e  " b a s i s  f o r  th e  v a l id  claim  

th a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  o f  H u sse rl’s  ph ilosophy  a re  i d e a l i s t i c .

For H u sse rl, th e  ex p erien ces  examined w ith  th e  v a rio u s  red u c­

t iv e  methods ta k e  p la ce  i n  con sc io u sn ess , and consciousness i s  always 

consc iousness o f  som ething o th e r  th an  i t s e l f .  The meaning o f  t h i s  

s ta tem en t i s  t h a t  th e  su b je c t-p o le  o f  consciousness alw ays re q u ire s  

an o b je c t-p o le ;  w ithou t b o th  th e re  can be no con sc io u sn ess . Yet 

t h i s  i s  n o t an esp ousa l o f  an ep is tem o lo g ica l re a lism , s in ce  th e  

phenomenpn i s  c o c o n s titu e d  by th e  a c t  o f  consciousness by which i t  

i s  g rasped  and th e  o b j e c t 's  d i s t in c t iv e  mode o f p re se n tin g  i t s e l f .  

Most a c t s  o f  co n sc io u sn ess , however, a re  d e r iv e d  a c ts  (from our 

c u l tu r a l  w orld) and n o t p rim o rd ia l a c t s .  D erived a c ts  do n o t allow  

us to  view th in g s  a s  th ey  a re  in  them selves; r a th e r ,  such a c ts  

p re s e n t u s  w ith  an a lread y -sed im en ted  meaning o r  s e t  o f  meanings 

to  be tak en  up by a n o th e r . The c o n s t i tu t iv e  ( th e  fo u r th  s tag e  in  

th e  c h ap te r  one l i s t i n g )  o r  in te n t io n a l  re d u c tio n  en ab les  us to  

t r a c e  th e  movement o f  e x is te n c e  in  th e se  p rim o rd ia l phenomena by 

a  su ccess iv e  u n v e ilin g  o f meanings.

In  H u sse rlian  phenomenology th e  concept o f  in te n t io n a l ! ty  i s  

used to  r e f e r  t o  th e  alw ays a lre a d y -p re s e n t o r ie n ta t io n  o f  con­

sc io u sn ess  tow ards o b je c ts .  In  th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e  o f  everyday 

l i f e  we adop t o r ie n ta t io n s  from our c u l tu r e s  which a re  complex and 

o b j e c t i v i s t i c .  In  o rd e r  to  p e n e tra te  th e  la y e r s  o f meaning
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co n fro n tin g  us in  th e se  d e riv ed  a c t s  and a r r iv e  a t  th e  o r ig in a l ly  

l iv e d  ex p erien ces  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  analyze  th e  s e r ie s  o f  in te n t io n ­

a l  a c q u is i t io n s  o f  meaning o v e rlay in g  those  ex p e rien ces . These a c ­

q u ired  meanings a r e  n o t conceived o f a s  any l e s s  r e a l  o r  im portan t 

th an  th e  p rim o rd ia l m eanings, h u t i t  i s  only  th e  p rim o rd ia l phenomena 

which can re v e a l th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  t h e i r  p o s s ib i l i ty ;  and i t  i s  on ly  

by an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a l l  p rim o rd ia l 

phenomena th a t  a  tra n sc e n d e n ta l phenomenology re v e a lin g  th e  funda­

m ental c o n d itio n s  f o r  a l l  knowing and knowledge can be c o n s tru c te d , 

acco rd ing  to  H u sse rl.

In  an in te n t io n a l  a n a ly s is  bo th  th e  n o e tic  (su b je c t)  and noe- 

m atic (o b je c t)  p o le s  o f  consciousness a re  examined a s  th e y  e x i s t  in  

p a r t i c u la r  a c t s .  In  exam ining th e  n o e tic  p o le  o f  consciousness in  

p e rc e p tio n , fo r  example, we f in d  th a t  o b je c ts  m an ifest them selves 

only  in  term s o f  p a r t i a l  p r o f i l e s ;  we never p e rce iv e  o r  comprehend 

an  o b je c t in  i t s  e n t i r e ty .  And y e t  i n  each o f  th e se  in d iv id u a l  

p r o f i l e s  th e  e n t i r e  o b je c t  i s  in ten d ed . The in d iv id u a l p r o f i l e s  

a re  alw ays recogn ized  a s  p r o f i l e s  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  e n t i r e  o b je c t 

o r  th in g .

The t o t a l  in ten d ed  meaning o f  an a c t  o f  consciousness i s  

sometimes r e f e r r e d  to  a s  a  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  noem atic a sp e c t o f  con­

sc io u sn e ss . The noem atic a sp e c t o f  consciousness c re a te s  t h i s  

t o t a l  in ten d ed  meaning v ia  i t s  in t e r n a l  and e x te rn a l  h o riz o n s .
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The e x te rn a l horizon  o f th e  p e rc ep tu a l noema i s  th e  background o f 

m eaning-objects form ing a  f i e l d  fo r  th e  o b je c t , w hile th e  in te r n a l  

horizon  o f  th e  p e rc ep tu a l noema i s  th e  o b je c t a s  i t  might be given 

in  i t s  e n t i r e ty  (although  never p erce ived  d i r e c t ly  in  such fa s h io n ) . 

No a c t  o f  consciousness i s  w ithout i t s  in te r n a l  and e x te rn a l  h o r i ­

zons, w hether th e  a c t  be fundam entally  p e rc e p tu a l, c o g n itiv e  or 

a f f e c t iv e .

A s o le ly  d e s c r ip t iv e  phenomenology avo ids th e  extrem es o f  r e a l ­

ism and id ea lism  (R icoeur, 196?). D esc rip tiv e  phenomenology (s tag e  

one in  th e  p rev ious c h a p te r 's  l i s t i n g )  does n o t r e f e r  to  e i th e r  an 

i n - i t s e l f  world o f  th in g s  e x is t in g  e x te rn a l to  th e  in d iv id u a l and 

h is  p e rcep tio n  o f  i t  o r  to  any pure a c t s  o f mind in  c re a tin g  o b je c ts  

by some s o r t  o f m ental f i a t ;  r a th e r ,  d e sc r ip tiv e  phenomenology r e ­

f e r s  on ly  to  th e  phenomenon i t s e l f  w ithout imposing any e p is te -  

m ological o r  o n to lo g ic a l b ia s e s .

H u ss e r l 's  u ltim a te  aim , however, was to  p ro g ress  beyond a 

p u re ly  d e s c r ip t iv e  phenomenology and l in k  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  to  a c ­

counts o f  t h e i r  p u rp o rted  tra n sce n d e n ta l o r ig in s .  Prom th e  b ra c k e t­

in g  o f  th e  q u estio n  o f  b e ing  (sometimes re f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  epoche) 

H usserl moves to  a  tra n sce n d e n ta l re d u c tio n  im plying th a t  th e  o r ig in s  

o f  a l l  phenomena l i e  w ith in  a  tra n sce n d e n ta l and a l l - c o n s t i tu t in g  

ego. According to  R icoeur (1967), though,
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T ranscenden ta l id e a lism  underwent a  profound 
‘ re v is io n  a f t e r  1929* At f i r s t  g lance  th e  r e ­

v is io n  i s  a  t ru e  re v o lu tio n  which le a d s  phe­
nomenology in to  th e  neighborhood o f  French 
e x i s t e n t i a l  phenomenology. In  r e a l i t y ,  how­
e v e r , th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  l a s t  p e rio d  
con tinue  th o se  o f  th e  p reced ing  p e rio d ; on ly  
th e  i d e a l i s t i c  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  method 
i s  o v e rtu rn ed , (pp. 11-12)

The p o in t a t  is su e  f o r  phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts  i s  w hether 

t h i s  ap p aren t change in  H u s s e r l 's  i n t e r e s t s  re p re s e n ts  a  fundam ental 

a l t e r a t i o n  o f  h is  view s (more l ik e ly  to  be claim ed by e x i s t e n t i a l  

phenom enologists) o r  m erely a  d i f f e r e n t  emphasis (a s  s t r i c t  

H u sse rlian s  a re  wont to  c la im ). In  any c a se , d u rin g  t h i s  f i n a l  p e r i ­

od o f  H u ss e r l 's  career  he ceased  em phasizing th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f 

phenomena by th e  c o g ito  and began d e sc r ib in g  th e  p r e - lo g ic a l  and 

p re -p re d ic a t iv e  en co un ters  o f  ego (o r c o g ito )  w ith  th e  w orld; h is  

work du rin g  t h i s  p e rio d  r e tu r n s  to  th e  domain o f  p e rc ep tio n  and i s  

sometimes r e f e r r e d  to  a s  h i s  Lebenswelt ( l i fe -w o r ld )  p e r io d . I t  

was th e  work he com pleted d u rin g  t h i s  f i n a l  p e rio d  which has been 

tak en  up and e lab o ra te d  upon by e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enologists, th e  

b e s t  known o f  whom a re  H eidegger, S a r t r e ,  and M erleau-Ponty.

Heidegger has e x p l i c i t ly  re p u d ia ted  th e  la b e l  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t ,  

c la im ing  th a t  h is  work i s  too  o n to lo g ic a lly  o r ie n te d  to  be co n sid e r­

ed e x i s t e n t i a l .  Both S a r tre  and M erleau-Ponty may le g i t im a te ly  

be r e f e r r e d  to  a s  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enologists, a lth o u g h  M erleau- 

Ponty ' s  ph ilosophy  w i l l  be emphasized in  t h i s  essay  due to  th e  a lm ost
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ex c lu s iv e  r e l ia n c e  o f  American phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts  emphasi­

z in g  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f phenomenology on M erleau- 

Ponty ' s  work.

M erleau-P onty 's  E x is te n t ia l  Phenomenology

M erleau-Ponty was t r a in e d  both  a s  a  p sy ch o lo g is t and a s  a  p h ilo ­

sopher, and h i s  two major works, Phenomenology o f P e rcep tio n  (1962) 

and The S tru c tu re  o f  3ehav io r (1963), r e f l e c t  t h i s  d u a l i ty  o f  t r a i n ­

in g . The c e n tr a l  in f lu e n c e  o f M erleau-Ponty' s  work, hewever, was 

H u sse rl’s g e n e tic  phenomenology (Bannan, 1967)* H erleau-P onty’s 

w e ll-  known essay , "T*hat i s  Phenomenology" (which se rv es  a s  a  p re ­

face  to  th e  volume on p e rc e p tio n ) , i s  one o f  th e  most e lo q u en t ex­

p re s s io n s  o f  t h i s  g e n e tic  phenomenology.

Phenomenology i s  th e  study  o f  e ssen ces; and 
acco rd ing  to  i t ,  a l l  problem s amount to  f in d ­
in g  d e f in i t io n s  o f  essen ces: th e  essence  o f 
p e rc e p tio n , o r  th e  essence o f co n sc iousness, 
f o r  example. But phenomenology i s  a ls o  a  
ph ilosophy  which p u ts  essen ces  back in to  ex­
i s te n c e ,  and does no t expect to  a r r iv e  a t  an 
understand ing  o f  man and th e  w orld from any 
s t a r t i n g  p o in t o th e r  than  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  ’f a c -  
t i c i t y ' .  I t  i s  a  tra n sc e n d e n ta l p h ilo so ­
phy which p la c e s  in  abeyance th e  a s s e r t io n s  
a r i s in g  o u t o f  th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e ,  th e  
b e t t e r  to  understand  them; b u t i t  i s  a ls o  a  
philosophy  f o r  which th e  w orld i s  alw ays 
'a lr e a d y  th e r e ' b e fo re  r e f l e c t io n  b eg in s— 
a s  an in a l ie n a b le  p resen ce; and a l l  i t s  
e f f o r t s  a re  co n cen tra ted  upon re -a c h ie v in g  
a  d i r e c t  and p r im itiv e  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  
w orld , and endowing t h a t  c o n ta c t w ith  p h i l ­
o so p h ica l s t a tu s .  I t  i s  th e  sea rch  f o r  a
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philosophy  which s h a l l  be a  'r ig o ro u s  s c i ­
en ce ’ , b u t i t  a ls o  o f f e r s  an accoun t o f  
sp ace , tim e and th e  w orld a s  we ' l i v e '  them.

(p . v i i )

Thus, M erleau-Ponty ad o p ts  am e x i s t e n t i a l  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f 

H u s s e r l 's  phenomenology, u t i l i z i n g  th e  w r it in g s  o f  H u sse rl’s  " g e n e tic ” 

p e rio d  a s  a  sp rin g b o a rd  f o r  th e  developm ent o f  h i s  own e x i s t e n t i a l  

a n a ly s is .  For Her leau -P o n ty  th e re  i s  no transcenden ta il ego, and to  

p o s i t  one i s  to  move beyond what ex p erien ce  can t e l l  u s ; a s  such, 

th e  concept i s  n o t le g i t im a te .  A lso, th e  com plete red u c tio n  o f  

any phenomenon to  i t s  essence i s  seen a s  an im p o s s ib i l i ty ,  s in ce  a l l  

o f  our p e rc e p tu a l ,  c o g n itiv e  amd a f f e c t iv e  ex p erien ces  a r e  d e fin ed  

by t h e i r  r a d ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv i ty .

M erleau-Ponty re a c te d  s tro n g ly  to  H u sse rl’s  id e a lism , a s  i s  

ap p aren t in  s ta tem e n ts  o f  t h i s  s o r t :  "The w orld i s  n o t what I  th in k ,

b u t what I  l i v e  th ro u g h ."  (19^5« P* x v i i ) .  The r e l a t i o n  o f our 

knowledge ab o u t th e  world to  th e  world i t s e l f ,  th e n , i s  analatgous 

to  th e  g eo g rap h ica l knowledge d isp la y ed  w ith  maps, c h a r ts  and 

t a b le s  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  o r ig in a l  ex p erien ces  o f  th e  p r a i r i e s ,  

r i v e r s ,  m ountains and th e  l i k e .  For M erleau-Ponty, "To re tu rn  to  

th in g s  them selves i s  to  r e tu r n  to  t h a t  w orld which p recedes know­

le d g e , o f  which knowledge alw ays sp eak s , and i n  r e l a t i o n  to  which 

every  s c i e n t i f i c  sch em atiza tio n  i s  an a b s t r a c t  and d e r iv a t iv e  s ig n -  

lan g u ag e ."  (l9^5» P» i x ) .
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M erleau-Ponty d is t in g u is h e s  two ty p e s  o f in te n t io n a l ! ty  in  

H u s s e r l 's  w orks, an in te n t io n a l ! ty  o f th e  a c t  and a  fu n c tio n a l i n ­

te n t io n a l !  ty ;  th e  form er c o n s t i tu te s  th e  b a s is  o f  our. v o lu n ta ry  up­

h o ld in g  o f  a  p o s t i t io n  o r a  judgment, w hereas th e  l a t t e r  s ig n i f ie s  

th e  o r ig in a l  m eaning-giving o p e ra tio n  which d e f in e s  consc iousness. 

This l a t t e r  in te n t io n a l ! ty  l i t e r a l l y  condemns us to  meaning, fo r  

even 'p u re ' a c c id e n ts  a re  g iven a  meaning by t l _ s  fu n c tio n a l in te n ­

t io n a l  i t y .  To understand  som ething, th e n , becomes a  m a tte r o f g ra sp ­

in g  th e  t o t a l  in te n t io n  o f  an a c t ,  th e  f u l l  a r ra y  o f  meanings i t  

com prises. In  o rd e r to  understand  th e  t o t a l  in te n t io n  o f  a c ts  and 

ev en ts  i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to  empjcya v a r ie ty  o f p e rsp e c tiv e s  s im u lta ­

neo u sly . I f  we do so , M erleau-Ponty a s s u re s  us t h a t  we s h a l l  f in d  

th e  same s tru c tu re  o f  be ing  un d erly in g  each p e rs p e c tiv e , and

A ll th e se  views a re  t ru e  p rov ided  th a t  th ey  
a r e  n o t i s o la te d ,  th a t  we de lve  deep ly  in to  -
h is to r y  and reach  th e  unique co re  o f  e x is ­
t e n t i a l  meaning which emerges in  each p e rsp ­
e c t i v e . . . . . . . . . . . R e f l e c t i o n  even on a  doc­
t r i n e  w i l l  be com plete only  i f  i t  succeeds in  
l in k in g  up w ith  th e  d o c t r in e 's  h is to ry  and 
th e  ex traneous ex p lan a tio n s  o f  i t ,  and in  
p u t t in g  back th e  causes and meaning o f  th e  
d o c tr in e  in  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  s t r u c tu r e .

(19^5» p* x±x)

W ithin M erleau-Ponty*s e x i s t e n t i a l  m atrix  th e  in d iv id u a l i s  

s a id  to  " l iv e "  tim e and space w ith  h is  embodied consciousness, 

and to  understand  h im se lf through  h is  in te r s u b je c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  

in  h i s  c u l tu r a l  w orld . F u r th e r , tim e and space a re  two alw ays-
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p re se n t o r ie n ta t io n s  o f  e x is te n c e  tow ards th e  w orld. M erleau-Ponty 

r e j e c t s  th e  c l a s s i c a l  s o lu tio n s  to  th e  problems o f  tim e and space 

which make o f  them e i th e r  o b je c tiv iz e d  a b so lu te s  o r mere p ro je c tio n s  

o f  co n sc iousness. S im ila r ly , he r e j e c t s  th e  mind-body dualism  p re ­

v a le n t in  W estern ph ilosophy  by a s s e r t in g  th a t  consciousness must 

be understood a s  pervad ing  th e  body and th a t  in  no m eaningful sense 

can i t  be sep a ra ted  from th e  body i t  in h a b i ts ;  t h i s  theme in  h is  

work i s  sometimes r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  'liv e d -b o d y ' theme.

F in a lly , M erleau-Ponty r e j e c t s  th e  s t r i c t  s e l f /o th e r  d is t in c t io n  

p re se n t in  H u ss e r l 's  comprehensive d o c tr in e  o f  th e  tra n sc e n d e n ta l 

s u b je c t iv i ty .  R ath er, acco rd in g  to  M erleau-Ponty, we only  come to  

know o u rse lv es  in  and through o th e rs ,  and they  in  tu rn  come to  know 

them selves only  in  and through t h e i r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w ith  u s . Thus, 

f o r  M erleau-Ponty th e re  i s  a  sense in  which we a re  a l l  p a r t ic ip a n ts  

i n  a  s in g le  drama o f human e x is te n c e , a lthough i t  i s  a lso  t ru e  th a t  

we adopt in d iv id u a liz e d  ways o f l iv in g  t h i s  common drama.

Only a  few o f  th e  themes i n  M erleau-Ponty 's phenom enological 

ph ilosophy have been d e a l t  w ith  in  t h i s  s e c tio n , and th o se  d e a l t  

w ith  were chosen because o f  t h e i r  fundam ental im portance to  th e  phe­

nom enological psychology most p re v a le n t in  th e  U nited S ta te s  d u r­

in g  th e  p a s t  decade. M erleau-Ponty a lso  d e a l t  e x p l i c i t ly  w ith  psy­

c h o lo g ic a l to p ic s ,  b u t th o se  w ritin g s  w i l l  be more p ro p e rly  c o n sid e r­

ed in  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  s e c tio n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r .
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R icoeur’ s  H erm eneutical Phenomenology

H u s s e r l 's  tra n sc e n d e n ta l phenomenology and M erleau-Ponty*s ex­

i s t e n t i a l  phenomenology re p re se n t two d ir e c t io n s  which phenomenology 

has ta k en . The re c e n t work o f  Ricoeur r e p re s e n ts  a  th i r d  d i r e c t io n ,  

t h a t  o f  h e rm eneu tica l phenomenology. Although a s  Palmer (1969) has 

po in ted  o u t ,  th e  term  herm eneutics i s  used in  a  number o f  im portan t 

sen se s , a  u se fu l synonym f o r  g en e ra l purposes i s  " in te rp re ta t io n "  

and th e  r u le s  which govern in te r p r e ta t io n .  Thus, R ic o e u r 's  hermeneu­

t i c a l  phenomenology may be understood a s  an i n te r p r e ta t iv e  phenom­

enology. H e id eg g er's  phenomenology may a lso  be reg ard ed  a s  funda­

m en ta lly  h e rm en eu tica l, and i t  i s  t r u e  th a t  he may la y  c laim  to  hav­

in g  been th e  f i r s t  herm eneu tica l phenom enologist, b u t i t  i s  a lso  

t r u e  t h a t  h is  work has had a  c o n s is te n tly  o n to lo g ic a l fo c u s . Since 

t h i s  o n to lo g ic a l  focus has n o t le d  to  th e  development o f  any c le a r -  

c u t phenom enological psychology; and s in ce  H e id eg g er's  phenomenolog­

i c a l  methodology does n o t adm it o f  any c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  th e  em pir­

i c a l  sc ie n c es  o f  man, R ic o e u r 's  work h as  been chosen f o r  d e ta i le d  

c o n s id e ra tio n  i n  t h i s  e ssay .

Prom th e  o u ts e t  o f  h i s  c a re e r , R icoeur has shown concern f o r  

th e  p ro p e r understand ing  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  o b je c t iv e  

sc ie n c es  and th e  sc ien ce  o f  phenomenology; th u s ,  i n  a t  l e a s t  one 

sense h i s  work may be understood  a s  sm a ttem p t to  accomodate th e  

f a c t  o f  th e  su ccess  o f  th e  v a rio u s  o b je c t iv e  sc ie n c e s  ( in c lu d in g

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

31

th e  v a rio u s  o b je c t iv e  psycho log ies) to  th e  f a c t i c i t y  o f  th e  p rim or­

d ia l  phenomena c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  s t u f f  o f our liv e d  experience .

As Ihde (1971) has dem onstrated , R icoeur*s work may be s a id  to  

have passed  through two d i s t i n c t  s ta g e s . In  h is  f i r s t  p e rio d  R icoeur 

embraced a  s t r u c tu r a l  phenomenology which was H u sse rlian  in  o v e ra l l  

em phasis, b u t w ithou t H u ss e r l 's  emphasis on tra n sc e n d e n ta l s u b je c t­

i v i t y .  Moreover, phenomenology, even i n  t h i s  f i r s t  p e rio d , was n o t 

conceived o f  a s  capab le  o f p ro v id in g  th e  whole fo u n dation  f o r  under­

s tan d in g  how knowledge and experience a r i s e ;  r a th e r ,  R icoeur b e lie v ed  

th a t  phenomenology should assume som ething l i k e  a  p r iv i le g e d  p o s i­

t io n  w ith  re g a rd  to  o th e r  ways o f  knowing th in g s . Fnenomenology was 

to  p rov ide  a  fo cu s  f o r  understand ing  and ex p lan a tio n  which re q u ire d  

a  v a r ie ty  o f  c o u n te r -fo c i in  o rd e r to  become com plete. R ic o eu r 's  

s t r u c tu r a l  phenomenology a n tic ip a te d  h is  l a t e r  herm eneu tica l phe­

nomenology in s o fa r  a s  th e  human sc ien ces  were used to  p rov ide  a  

"d ia g n o s tic "  f o r  phenomenology, and s in ce  t h i s  in te rp la y  re q u ire d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i  on.

The c o n fro n ta tio n  o f  phenomenology w ith  th e  d a ta  o f th e  human 

sc ien ces  proposed by R icoeur aim s a t  d isp la c in g  what R icoeur r e f e r s  

to  a s  th e  tra n sc e n d e n ta l n a iv e te  o f  phenomenology. Phenomenology, 

claim s R icoeur, has tended to  re p la c e  th e  n a iv e te  o f th e  n a tu ra l  a t ­

t i tu d e  w ith  a  n a iv e te  o f  i t s  own, th e  s im p lis t ic  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  

ways o f knowing must be e i th e r  c o in c id en t o r  c o n cen tric  in  some 

sen se . R icoeur a s s e r t s  th a t  phenomenology cannot subsume a l l  o th e r  

ways o f  knowing.
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The second p e rio d  in  R ic o e u r 's  c a re e r  i s  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a  

fu ll-b lo w n  a ttem p t to  understand  th e  methods and im p lic a tio n s  o f 

in t e r p r e ta t io n .  R icoeur b e lie v e s  herm eneutics may tak e  e i th e r  o f  

two co u rses ; i t  may a l l y  i t s e l f  w ith  a  c e r ta in  re d u c tiv e  and su s­

p ic io u s  c h a ra c te r  such a s  d isp la y ed  by Marx, N ie tzsch e , and Freud, 

o r  i t  may move tow ards an a ttem p ted  r e s to r a t io n  o f  th e  symbols i t  

f in d s  in  th e  v a rio u s  t e x t s  examined. At f i r s t  - fo cu s in g  on th e  i n t e r ­

p re ta t io n  o f  symbols (R icoeur, 1967; R icoeur, 1970), h is  re c e n t work 

has invo lved  him w ith  th e  e n t i r e  body o f  problem s and d is c ip l in e s  

surrounding  language and i t s  u se s . H is i n t e r e s t  in  th e  symbol has 

become an i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  word, " th a t  in s ta n c e  o f  language which 

m ediates between s t ru c tu re  and e v e n t."  (Ih d e , 1971. P* 180). In  

t h i s  herm eneu tica l p e rio d  o f  R ic o e u r 's  phenom enological w ritin g s  

l i n g u i s t i c  a n a ly s is ,  s t r u c tu r a l  l i n g u i s t i c s  and o rd in a ry  language 

a n a ly s is  have p rov ided  th e  c o u n te r - fo c i f o r  h is  phenomenology. I t  

i s  t h i s  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  d is c ip l in e s  which in form s 

h i s  re c e n t  a ttem p t to  develop a  herm eneutical, methodology f o r  th e  

s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s .
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R2CENT PHENOMENOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY 
IN THE UNITED STATES

As d e sc rib ed  i n  ch ap te r one, th e re  a re  th re e  p o s s ib le  lo g ic a l ly  

d is tin g u is h a b le  r e la t io n s h ip s  between phenom enological psychology 

and em p irica l psychology. The th re e  p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s h ip s  a re

l )  th a t  phenom enological psychology c o n s t i tu te s  an e n t i r e ly  sep a ra te  

d is c ip l in e  from em p irica l psychology, 2 )  th a t  phenom enological psy­

chology e n t i r e ly  subsumes th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f an em p irica l psychology, 

and 3) th a t  phenom enological psychology in te r a c t s  w ith  e m p iric a l 

psychology to  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t . These r e la t io n s h ip s  may be d e riv ed  

re s p e c tiv e ly  from H u ss e r l 's  phenomenology, M erleau-P on ty 's  e x is te n ­

t i a l  phenomenology, and R ic o eu r 's  herm eneutical phenomenology. A ll 

th re e  views have a ls o  been re p re se n te d  in  re c e n t American phenomen­

o lo g ic a l psychology, and t h i s  ch ap te r w i l l  exp lo re  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  

work from each o f  th e  th re e  p o in ts  o f view in  an e f f o r t  to  e x p lic a te  

th e  meaning and im p lic a tio n s  o f phenomenological psychology fo r  

contem porary American em p irica l psychology and to  sp e c ify  i t s  p lace  

in  contem porary American psychology a s  a  whole.

Kockelmans' Views Phenomenological Psychology 
a s  th e  D esc rip tiv e  Science o f Man

Kockelmans i s  th e  forem ost exponent o f  H u ss e r l 's  phenomenolog­

i c a l  ph ilosophy  in  th e  U nited S ta te s ,  a lthough  h i s  view s on th e  

exact n a tu re  o f  phenom enological psychology d iverge  somewhat from

33
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H u sse rl's*  Kockelmans fo llo w s H usserl in  co n sid erin g  phenomenological 

psychology th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ce  o f man, a  d is c ip l in e  u t i l i z in g  a  

p r io r i c ,  e id e t i c ,  i n tu i t i v e  and p u re ly  d e s c r ip t iv e  methods in  o rd e r to  

u n v e il th e  b a s ic  s t ru c tu re  o f  p sy ch ic a l a c t s .  Whereas th e  em pirica l 

sc ien ces  focus on f a c t s ,  th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ces  focus on the  g en era l 

and n ecessary  s t ru c tu re s  to  vhich th e  f a c t s  r e f e r ;  th u s , d e sc r ip tiv e  

sc ien ces  a re  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  from em p irica l s c ie n c e s . And s ince  th e  

d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ie n c es  cure to  be c a r r ie d  o u t w ith in  th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i ­

tude they  may no t be considered  p h ilo so p h ic a l d is c ip l in e s .

H u ss e r l 's  o r ig in a l  argument was t h a t  such d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ces  

could only  be p ro p e rly  c a lle d  p h ilo so p h ic a l i f  th ey  made use o f  a  

tran scenden ta l, re d u c tio n , and he proposed th a t  a  s p e c ia l  phenomeno- 

lo g ico -p sy ch o lo g ica l re p la c e  t h i s  tra n sce n d e n ta l re d u c tio n  in  th e  

d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ie n c e s . But Kockelmans ad o p ts  a  d i f f e r e n t  p o in t o f 

view which he r e f e r s  to  sometimes a s  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenomenological and 

sometimes a s  herm eneutical phenom enological, a  p o in t o f  view he 

a t t r i b u t e s  to  Heidegger. As we have a lre ad y  seen , though, Heidegger 

does n o t f i t  n e a t ly  in to  e i th e r  c l a s s i f i c a t io n .  According to  t h i s  

view , ph ilosophy  i s  th a t  d is c ip l in e  which d e a ls  w ith  m an's fu n c tio n  

and p lace  w ith in  th e  Whole (th e  world and i t s  h i s to r i c a l  develop­

m ent). In  t h i s  view th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ces  cannot be ph ilosoph­

i c a l  because th ey  d e a l on ly  w ith  a  de term ina te  realm  o f  be ings in  

a  g iven  a sp e c t o f  t h e i r  fu n c tio n in g ; f o r  th e  same reason  th e  empir­

i c a l  sc ien ces  cannot be considered  p h ilo so p h ic a l.
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Kockelmans' view does n o t fo llow  d i r e c t ly  from H u s s e r l 's  i n  

s e v e ra l im portan t m ethodological r e s p e c ts .  F i r s t ,  s in ce  Kockelmans 

does no t a ccep t H u ss e r l 's  id e a l  o f  philosophy a s  a  p re su p p o s itio n -  

le s s  sc ie n c e , he has embraced th e  view th a t  a l l  human phenomena 

a re  in escap ab ly  h i s to r i c a l .  Thus, a t  some le v e l  methodology must 

become h erm eneu tica l. Second, Kockelmans r e j e c t s  H u s s e r l 's  t r a n s ­

cen d en ta l s u b je c t iv i ty  on th e  grounds th a t  any a ttem p t to  f r e e  th e  

ego from i t s  engagements in  th e  world i l l e g i t im a te ly  p o s i t s  th e  pos­

s i b i l i t y  o f  an escape from e x is te n c e ; a g a in , herm eneu tica l metho­

dology o f  some s o r t  i s  in d ic a te d . For Kockelmans, however, t h i s  

herm eneu tica l methodology i s  re le v a n t  only  a t  th e  le v e l  o f  phenomen­

o lo g ic a l psychology, th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  d is c ip l in e  a ttem p tin g  to  make 

sense o f th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  em p irica l p sy ch o lo g ies . For him , th e n , 

a lthough  th e  methodology d i f f e r s  somewhat, phenom enological psy­

chology e x i s t s  in  th e  same r e la t io n  to  em pirical, psychology a s  

H usserl proposed.

Kockelmans  (1971; 1973) b e lie v e s  th e re  a re  on ly  two concep tions 

o f  phenom enological psychology, th e  view advocating  th e  s u b s t i tu ­

t io n  o f  d e s c r ip t iv e  and in te r p r e ta t iv e  methods f o r  th o se  o f  em pir­

i c a l  psychology and h is  own view th a t  d e s c r ip t iv e  and in te r p r e ta ­

t iv e  methods a re  a p p lic a b le  on ly  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  le v e l  th an  th a t  o f  

em p irica l psychology. T h is  dichotomy le av e s  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  o f 

R ic o e u r 's  p o s i t io n  u n c le a r , s in c e  R ic o e u r 's  view u t i l i z e s  herm eneut­

i c a l  methods to  b rid g e  th e  gap between pure  phenom enological
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psychology and. em p iric a l psychology, and no t sim ply a s  an o th e r methodo­

lo g ic a l  to o l  in  th e  a r s e n a l  o f  phenom enological psychology. For 

t h i s  re a so n , R ic o e u r 's  view s a re  t r e a te d  s e p a ra te ly  in  t h i s  e ssay .

The c ru c ia l  is s u e  fo r  Kockelmans in  determ in ing  th e  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  between th e  em pirical, sc ie n c e s  and th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ces  i s  

ju s t  what i s  meant by th e  ex p re ss io n  "em p irica l sc ie n c e" . In  

Kockelmans* view , th o se  who b e lie v e  em p irica l psychology should be 

subsumed by phenom enological psychology never d e a l d i r e c t ly  w ith  

th e  q u estio n  o f what i t  i s  i n  p a r t i c u la r  in  e m p irica l methodology 

and lo g ic  th a t  p rec lu d es  a  v a l id  b u t sep a ra te  study  o f  m an's psy ­

ch o lo g ica l b eh av io r. We w i l l  see when d e a lin g  w ith  advocates o f 

t h i s  p o in t o f  view th a t  Kockelmans' a s s e r t io n s  a re  on ly  p a r t i a l l y  

j u s t i f i e d .  In  any c a se , Kockelmans b e lie v e s  t h a t  th e  contem porary 

philosophy and lo g ic  o f  sc ien ce  p rov ide  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  major 

is s u e s  invo lved  and a p p ro p r ia te  g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  

o f e m p iric a l s c ie n c e .

The lo g ic  o f  sc ien ce  i s  tak en  to  be p r im a rily  ep is tem o lo g ica l 

and concerned w ith  th e  lo g ic a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  between s ta tem en ts  o f 

r e s u l t s  in  s c ie n c e . Hem pel's deductive-nom ic o r  covering  law model 

o f  s c i e n t i f i c  ex p lan a tio n  i s  an example o f  th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  one 

such lo g ic .  The ph ilosophy  o f  sc ien ce  i s  tak en  to  be p r im a ri ly  

o n to lo g ic a l, concern ing  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  a c tu a l ,  ongoing p ro ce ss  o f 

sc ien ce  and s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .
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In  a d d re ss in g  h im se lf to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  w hether the  e m p irica l 

s c ie n c e s  o f  man a re  p o s s ib le  when co n sid ered  from th e  s tan d p o in t o f  

th e  lo g ic  o f  s c ie n c e , Kockelmans l i s t s  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n d itio n s  a s  

exem plary o f  an e m p iric a l s c ie n c e :

1) I t  approaches i t s  s u b je c t m a tte r  by f o r ­
m ula ting  hypotheses which must f u l f i l l  
c o n d itio n s  t h a t  a re  to  be f u r th e r  s p e c i­
f i e d .

2 ) I t  t e s t s  i t s  hypotheses by means o f  p ro ­
cedures which a r e  guided by c r i t e r i a  whose 
p re c is e  meaning and fu n c tio n  a re  to  be 
fu r th e r  determ ined .

3) I t  e x p la in s  i t s  hypotheses by r e l a t i n g  
them to  laws o r  la w lik e  s ta tem e n ts  in  a  
way which must be a r t i c u l a t e d  in  g r e a te r  
d e t a i l .

U) I t  v e r i f i e s  I t s  e x p lan a tio n s  by u s in g  a  
p r in c ip le  o f  v e r i f i c a t io n  which must f u l ­
f i l l  c e r ta in  c o n d itio n s  t h a t  a re  to  be 
fu r th e r  s p e c if ie d .

5) I t  fo llo w s c e r ta in  r u le s  i n  fo rm u la tin g  
th e  d e f in i t io n s  o f  i t s  b a s ic  co n cep ts .

(Kockelmans, 1973» P» 252)

Although th e se  c o n d itio n s  a re  n o t s a id  to  be n ecessa ry  and su f  

f i c i e n t  c o n d itio n s  o f  an e m p iric a l s c ie n c e , th ey  a re  a t  l e a s t  o f  

fundam ental im portance . According to  Kockelmans (Kockelmans, 1973) 

t h i s  i i s t  o f  fundam ental c o n d itio n s  shows th a t  th e re  i s  no a p r io r i  

reaso n  why man may n o t be d e a l t  w ith  by th e  e m p ir ic a l s c ie n c es  in  

a s  e f f e c t iv e  and sy stem a tic  a  way a s  o th e r  o b je c ts  a r e  d e a l t  w ith .
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Viewed from th e  contem porary philosophy o f  sc ien ce  th e  term  

e m p ir ic a l sc ie n c e  r e f e r s  to  a  type  o f  th e o r e t ic a l  knowledge proceed­

in g  s y s te m a tic a lly  by u s in g  ty p ic a l ly  em p irica l methods. T h e o re tic a l 

knowledge i s  gained  by h o ld in g  o n e se lf  in  abeyance from th e  every­

day world o f  a c t i v i t i e s  and th in g s  and view ing them i n  some system ­

a t i c a l l y  fo rm al manner. The components o f  an e m p iric a l sc ien ce  from 

an  o n to lo g ic a l  p e rsp e c tiv e  a re  l i s t e d  a s  fo llo w s:

F o rm aliza tio n : th e  d e s c r ip tio n  o f  th in g s  o r
even ts  w ith  re s p e c t to  t h e i r  
form al p ro p e r t ie s

F u n c tio n a l!z a tio n : th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  phe­
nomena which a re  a lre a d y  f o r ­
m alized in  term s o f  o th e r  f o r ­
m alized phenomena

Q u a n tif ic a t io n : th e  p ro cess  by which th e  r e ­
la t io n s h ip  between c o n d itio n  
and co n d itio n ed  i s  d esc rib ed  
by employing numbers o r  o th e r  
m athem atical e n t i t i e s

(Kockelman, 1973» p . 25 -̂)

F o rm aliza tio n  and fu n c tio n a l!z a t io n  bo th  r e l y  on th e  form ula­

t io n  o f  r u le s  and law s, w hile  q u a n t if ic a t io n  r e f e r s  to  a  p a r t i c u l ­

a r ly  p re c is e  mode o f  s p e c if ic a t io n  o f  such s p e c if ic a t io n  o f  r u le s  

and law s. The a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e se  th re e  p rocedu res red u ces  th e  

o r ig in a l  e n t i ty  to  id e a l  form , a b s t r a c t  in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  o r ig in a l  

phenomenon. These th re e  s te p s  com prise th e  th e m a tiza tio n  o f  an 

o b je c t ,  a  p ro c e ss  talking a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  form from sc ie n c e  to  

sc ie n c e  depending on th e  p ro p e r t ie s  o f  th e  o b je c t .  S ystem atic  pur­

s u i t  o f  t h i s  th e m a tiza tio n  th u s  proceeds w ith  c e r ta in  l im i ta t io n s ,
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th e  most im portan t o f  which i s  th a t  an im portan t p a r t  o f  th e  meaning 

o f  Human phenomena may n o t be d e a l t  w ith in  such sciences* For 

Kockelmans t h i s  l im i ta t io n  on em p irica l in q u iry  and ex p lan a tio n  in ­

d ic a te s  th a t  th e  em p irica l sc ie n c es  o f  man must be completed w ith  

d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ie n c es  o f  man whose prim ary purpose would be to  r e s to re  

th e  meaning o f  human phenomena which were n e c e s sa r i ly  om itted  in  

em p irica l in q u i r ie s .

Kockelmans (1967) does no t b e lie v e  th a t  such a  d e s c r ip t iv e  

sc ien ce  presupposes any o r ie n ta t io n  tow ards th e  meaning o f th e  ’'/hole, 

which i s  understood a s  a  p h ilo so p h ic a l q u estio n . As such, th e  

d e s c r ip t iv e  sc ien ce  o f psychology need n o t im ply adherence to  any 

p a r t i c u la r  p h ilo so p h ic a l p o s i t io n .  The r a th e r  in te r e s t in g  im p lica ­

t io n  o f  Kockelmans' claim  i s  th a t  i t  may be p o ss ib le  to  ag ree  on 

th e  meaning o f  human phenomena w ithou t ag ree in g  on q u estio n s  o f  

p h ilo so p h ic a l im portance. • —

The p a r t i c u la r  methods advocated fo r  use in  th e  d e s c r ip t iv e  

sc ien ce  o f man in c lu d e  th e  H usserlian  methods o f  f r e e  v a r ia t io n  and 

in te n t io n a l  a n a ly s is  i n  a d d itio n  to  c e r ta in  herm eneutical p rocedures. 

The p re c is e  p rocedures invo lved  a re  n o t g iven by Kockelmans, nor i s  

th e re  any d i r e c t  a p p lic a t io n  o f H usserlian  o r herm eneutical p ro ­

cedures to  be found in  h i s  w ritin g s  on phenomenological psychology. 

I t  i s  tem pting  to  suggest th a t  Kockelmans' view i s  a  k ind o f  ad­

vocacy o f th e  s ta tu s  quo in  psychology today , b u t t h i s  would be 

somewhat o f  an o v ers ta tem en t. Kockelmans' view may b e s t  be under­

stood  a s  an a ttem p t to  advocate th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  s p e c ia l  d is c ip l in e
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(phenom enological psychology) which would r e s to r e  th e  meaning to  

human phenomena in v e s t ig a te d  by th e  em p irica l sc ien ces  w ithou t usurp­

in g  any o f  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .

The Duquesne U n iv e rs ity  Phenomenological 
P sy c h o lo g is ts» Phenomenological Psychology 

As A Framework For Em pirical In q u iry

The two t e x t s  l i s t e d  in  c h ap te r one o f  t h i s  essay  a s  be ing  th e  

most comprehensive and o r ig in a l  a ttem p ts  to  d e t a i l  th e  a p p ro p ria te  

fu n c tio n in g  o f phenom enological psychology in  th e  f i e l d  o f  psychology 

a s  a  whole were w r i t te n  by Duquesne U n iv e rs ity  p sy ch o lo g is ts  (Van 

Kaam, 1966; G io rg i, 1970). The only  jo u rn a l d evo ting  i t s e l f  to  ex­

c lu s iv e ly  phenom enological approaches to  psychology (Jo u rn a l o f 

Phenomenological Psychology) was o r ig in a l ly  p u b lish ed  by th e  Duquesne 

U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , and G iorg i i s  one o f  i t s  e d i to r s ;  th e  Duquesne 

U n iv e rs ity  P ress  i s  a ls o  one o f  th e  la r g e s t  p u b lish e rs  o f  books on 

phenom enological psychology. F in a lly ,  f o r  some tim e now Duquesne 

U n iv e rs ity  has had th e  only  psychology departm ent in  th e  U nited 

S ta te s  w ith  a  comprehensive program in  phenom enological psychology. 

The d i s t i n c t l y  e x i s t e n t i a l  o r ie n ta t io n  o f th e  phenom enological psy­

c h o lo g is ts  a t  Duquesne U n iv e rs ity  forms th e  su b je c t o f  t h i s  s e c t io n , 

a s  re p re se n te d  by th e  work o f  G io rg i, Van Kaam, and von E c k a rts -  

b e rg .
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G iorgi • s uhenom enologicallv-based apraroachi 
psychology a s  a  h»m*r» sc ience

A co n stan t q u e s tio n  d ire c te d  a t  phenom­
e n o lo g ic a l p sy ch o lo g is ts  i s t  how can one do 
p sy ch o lo g ica l re s e a rc h  w ith in  a  phenomenolo­
g ic a l  frame o f  re fe re n c e ?  In  a  c e r ta in  sen se , 
th e  q u estio n  i s  loaded  because i f  th e  f u l l  
im p lic a tio n s  were drawn o u t, i t  would be asked 
a s  fo llo w si can one from a  phenom enological 
p e rsp e c tiv e  do s c i e n t i f i c  re se a rc h  a s  i t  i s  
c u r re n tly  d e fin ed  and p ra c tic e d  on psycho­
lo g ic a l  phenomena? I f  one answ ers y e s , then  
th e  ex p ec ta tio n  i s  t h a t  th e  g en era l proced­
u re s  and tech n iq u es  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  e x p e r i­
m ental psychology a re  being  fo llow ed and th e  
q u e s tio n e r th en  wonders why th e  term  phenom­
e n o lo g ic a l i s  n ecessa ry  and what i s  so d i f f ­
e re n t about i t .  I f  one answers no, th en  th e  
phenom enologist i s  open to  th e  c r i t ic i s m  th a t  
he i s  n o t b e in g  s c i e n t i f i c .  However, fo r  
th e  phenom enological p sy ch o lo g is t th e  prob­
lem Is e s s e n t ia l ly  one o f  communication be­
cause fo r  him, th e  y es  answer would mean 
th a t  from h is  p o in t o f  view he would be s c i ­
e n t i f i c ,  b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  in  th e  sense 
t h a t  i s  c u r re n tly  i n  vogue. S im ila r ly , th e  
no answer would sim ply mean th a t  he i s  no t 
be ing  s c i e n t i f i c  i n  th e  sense in  which th e  
q u e s tio n e r probably  used th e  term , b u t he 
would no t deny being  s c i e n t i f i c . •

(G io rg i, 1967, p . 106)

G iorg i (1965) has summarized h is  phenom enological o r ie n ta t io n  

to  psychology in  term s o f  i t s  approach , method, and c o n te n t. The 

aims o f  th e  phenom enological approach to  psychology in c lu d e  th e  ap ­

p rehension  o f th e  s tru c tu re , o f th e  phenomena ap p earin g  in  consc ious­

n e ss , th e  apprehension  o f  th e  o r ig in s  o r fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  phenom­

enon, and th e  apprehension  o f  th e  r a d ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv i ty  by which th e
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p a r t i c u la r  phenomenon shows i t s e l f  i n  ex perience . M ethodolog ically , 

th e  phenom enological o r ie n ta t io n  p re s c r ib e s  th e  use o f  i n t u i t i v e ,  

r e f l e c t i v e ,  and d e s c r ip t iv e  te ch n iq u es  in  o rd e r  to  fo cu s  f i r s t  on 

what i s  a c tu a l ly  g iven  in  ex p erience  and on ly  a fte rw a rd s  on th e  

p re c is e  s p e c i f ic a t io n s  o f  th e  g iven  which may app ly  to  i t  in  some 

o b je c t iv i s t i c  fa sh io n . The co n ten t o f  t h i s  phenom enologically- 

o r ie n te d  psychology, th e n , w i l l  be th e  d a ta  o f  ex p erien ce , th e  mean­

in g  such d a ta  has  f o r  th e  s u b je c t ,  and th e  essence o f th e  phenomenon 

i t s e l f .

G iorg i o f te n  r e f e r s  to  h is  phenom enological o r ie n ta t io n  to  

psychology a s  an example o f  th e  human s c i e n t i f i c  approach to  p sy ­

chology; human s c i e n t i f i c  approaches a re  c o n tra s te d  to  n a tu ra l  

s c i e n t i f i c  approaches in  a  number o f  ways (G io rg i, 1966). While 

th e  n a tu ra l  s c i e n t i f i c  approach i s  s a id  to  s t r e s s  experim en tation  

to  th e  v i r t u a l  ex c lu s io n  o f  o th e r  re se a rc h  s t r a t e g i e s ,  th e  human 

s c i e n t i f i c  approach s t r e s s e s  th e  u se  o f a p p ro p r ia te  re se a rc h  s t r a t ­

e g ie s  co n tin g en t upon th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  phenomenon. Whereas th e  

n a tu r a l  s c i e n t i f i c  approach s t r e s s e s  th e  measurement o f  v a rio u s  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  v a r ia b le s  and a n a ly s is  o f th e  subsequen tly  produced 

d a ta ,  th e  human s c i e n t i f i c  approach r e l i e s  on assessm ent o f  th e  

q u a l i t a t iv e  n a tu re  o f  th e  meaning o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  f o r  th e  s u b je c t 

v ia  a  p ro c e ss  o f  e x p l ic i t a t io n .  F in a l ly ,  w hile  th e  n a tu ra l  s c i e n t i f ­

i c  approach i s  in te r e s te d  in  d e lim itin g  th e  re a c t io n s  o f  su b je c ts
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so th a t  re p lic a t5 o n s  o f  th e  experim ent may be c a r r ie d  o u t by independ­

e n t exp erim en ters , th e  human s c i e n t i f i c  approach a tte m p ts  to  under­

s tan d  th e  e s s e n t ia l  phenomenon by i t s  v a r ie d  m a n ife s ta tio n s  in  th e  

in te n t io n a l  re sp o n ses  o f  s u b je c ts  v ia  a  p a r t ic ip a n t  o b se rv e r.

The a c t i v i t i e s  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f  th e  n a tu ra l  s c i e n t i f i c  approach 

to  th e  w orld a re  p o s s ib le  o n ly  on th e  b a s is  o f th e  s c i e n t i s t ' s  p r i ­

m ord ial ex p erien ces  in  h is  l i f e -w o r ld . T h is  lif e -w o r ld  can be de­

f in e d  a s  th e  w orld a s  we l iv e  i t  p r io r  to  any r e f l e c t io n  on i t ,  th e  

w orld o f everyday ex p erien ce , o r th e  world o f our immediate presence 

to  r e a l i t y  (G io rg i, 1970). The s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  l i f e -w o r ld  l i e s  

i n  i t s  p r i o r i t y  to  any o b je c t i f ic a t io n s ;  th u s , th e  l i f e -w o r ld  i s  th e  

fo u n d a tio n  o f a l l  sch e raa tiza tio n s , s c i e n t i f i c  o r o th e rw ise . There­

f o r e ,  any s c i e n t i f i c  fo rm u la t io n s  which do n o t tak e  t h i s  fo u n d a tio n ­

a l  experience  in to  account have e f f e c t iv e ly  cu t them selves o f f  from 

th e  source o f  t h e i r  meaning, and th ey  must f o r  th a t  reaso n  rem ain 

incom plete  acco u n ts .

The n a tu ra l  s c i e n t i f i c  approach i s  seen a s  an example and o u t­

come o f th e  n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e ,  which assumes th e  e x is te n c e  o f a  world 

o f  o b je c ts  and th in g s  p re -e x is t in g  our experiences o f them. The 

n a tu ra l  a t t i t u d e  i s  s a id  to  conceal th e  world a s  phenomenon; th u s ,

"The a c ts  o f  consc iousness by which th e  world and w hatever i t  con­

t a i n s  become a c c e s s ib le  to  u s a re  l iv e d ,  b u t th ey  rem ain u n d isc lo sed , 

un them atized , and i n  t h i s  sense co ncea led ."  (G io rg i, 1970, p .  148).
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I f  th e  l i f e -w o r ld  i s  to  become th e  p r iv i le g e d  o r  c e n tr a l  re fe re n c e  

p o in t in  psychology, then  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  to  understand  th e  phenom­

ena o f  consc iousness and experience  which a re  g iven  in  th e  o r ig in a l  

co n tac t between man and w orld; t h i s  o r ig in a l  c o n tac t may b e s t  be 

understood  w ith  th e  add o f  th e  concept o f  in te n t io n a l i ty .

As w ith  o th e r  concep ts , G iorgi employs M erleau-Ponty' s  conceptu­

a l i z a t io n  o f i n t e n t io n a l i ty :  "’•/hat d is t in g u is h e s  th e  phenomenolog­

i c a l  n o tio n  o f in te n t io n a l i ty  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  b e fo re  being  p o s ite d  

by knowledge in  a  s p e c if ic  a c t  o f id e n t i f i c a t io n ,  th e  u n ity  o f th e  

world i s  ' l i v e d '  a s  ready-made o r a lre a d y  t h e r e .” (G io rg i, 1970» P» 

157). The in te n t io n a l  r e l a t io n  between man and world i s  i r r e d u c ib le ,  

s in c e  consc io u sn ess  must alw ays be consciousness o f  something o th e r  

th an  i t s e l f ,  and s in ce  we cannot know th in g s  w ithout having been 

conscious o f  them a t  one tim e o r a n o th e r .

Bahavior i t s e l f  may be understood a s  a  m an ife s ta tio n  o f  t h i s  

o r ig in a l  in te n t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  between man and w orld. Moreover, 

s in c e  th e  in te n t io n a l  r e l a t io n  i s  known through th e  phenomenon o f 

meaning, th e  p rim ary  q u estio n  which must be p u t to  behav io r i s  no t 

how i t  may be measured b u t what i t  means. 3ehavior i t s e l f  may be 

conceived o f  a s  in te n t io n a l  because consiousness i t s e l f  m ust, 

p a ra d o x ic a lly , be  a  body. T h is i s  n o t to  say th a t  consciousness and 

i t s  body a re  sim ply id e n t i f i a b le ,  b u t i t  i s  t r u e  th a t  consciousness 

pervades o r  in h a b i t s  i t s  body.
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Again 'borrowing from M erleau-Ponty' s  works, G iorg i (1970) claim s 

th e re  a re  th re e  d i f f e r e n t  le v e ls  o f  s t ru c tu re .  These le v e ls  a re  th e  

p h y s ic a l, th e  v i t a l  and th e  human. For th e  p h y s ic a l s t ru c tu re s  

eq u ilib riu m  i s  sought w ith  reg a rd  to  th e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  m ilieu ; 

such s t ru c tu re s  a re  b e s t  understood in  term s o f  th e  s t im u lu s -re -  

sponse bonds in v o lv ed . For th e  v i t a l  s t ru c tu re s  s t a b i l i t y  i s  achieved 

w ith  reg a rd  to  th e  needs and in s t i n c t s  o f  th e  organism ; v i t a l  s t ru c ­

tu re s  a re  most ad eq u a te ly  concep tua lized  in  term s o f  th e  re le v a n t  

s i tu a t io n - in s t in c t iv e  r e a c t io n s .  For th e  human s tru c tu re s  s t a b i l i t y  

i s  achieved through s ig n if ic a t io n ;  human s t ru c tu re s  may b e s t  be 

understood in  term s o f  th e  r e la t io n  p e rc e iv e d -s itu a tio n /w o rk . The 

term  work i s  meant to  r e f e r  to  th e  v a r ie ty  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  by which 

men tran sfo rm  p h y s ica l and v i t a l  n a tu re  (M erleau-Ponty, 1963) in  

c re a tin g  a  c u l tu r a l  w orld o f  u se -o b je c ts  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  G iorgi 

u rges th a t  psychology understood a s  a  human sc ien ce  should rem ain 

w ith in  t h i s  t h i r d  d i a le c t i c  o f s t ru c tu re ,  making th e  human o rd er 

i t s  d i s t in c t iv e  s u b je c t m a tte r .

Thus, psychology a s  a  human sc ience  would develop independen tly  

o f  anim al psychology and p h y s io lo g ic a l psychology, among o th e r s ,  

a lthough i t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  behav ior o f  some p rim ates  may be 

inc luded  in  t h i s  c o n ce p tu a liz a tio n  o f  th e  human o rd e r , and th e  be­

hav io r o f  some human b e ings (th o se  w ith g e n e tic  a b n o rm a litie s , th e  

severely and profoundly  re ta rd e d , e t c . )  may have to  be excluded.

Since t h i s  human o rd e r i s  fundam entally  a  symbolic o rd e r , t h i s  human
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sc ience  o f  psychology w il l  n e c e s sa r i ly  employ r e f l e c t i v e  methods; to  

t h i s  end, G iorgi has developed h is  method o f  e x p l ic i t a t io n .

For G io rg i, th e re  i s  an e s s e n t ia l  d if f e re n c e  between th e  method­

ology o f  th e  n a tu ra l  sc ie n c es  and th a t  o f  th e  human s c ie n c e s . In  

th e  n a tu ra l  s c ie n c es  an a ttem p t i s  made to  e s ta b l i s h  some b a s ic  u n it  

o f  a n a ly s is ;  whole u n i t s  o f  behav ior a re  then  ex p la in ed  in  term s o f  

th e se  sm a lle r , more b a s ic  u n i ts  o f  a n a ly s is .  In  th e  human sc ie n c e s , 

once a  u n i t  o f  a n a ly s is  i s  e s ta b lis h e d , th a t  u n i t  i s  co n sidered  to  be 

m erely a  p a r t  o f  some la rg e r - s t ru c tu re d  c o n tex t. In  o rd e r to  under­

s tan d  th e  meaning o f  any phenomenon i t s  im p l ic i t  co n tex t o r  h o rizo n , 

bo th  in te r n a l  and e x te rn a l ,  must be made e x p l i c i t .  The method o f  

e x p l ic i ta t io n  should p receed  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  any phenomenon in  

o rd e r th a t  th e  phenomenon's m u ltip le  re fe re n c e s  to  i t s  h o rizons be 

p ro p e rly  understood . G io rg i 's  method o f  e x p l ic i ta t io n  i s  c lo se ly  

r e la te d  to  Van Kaam's (1966) method o f e x p lic a t io n ;  hence, th e  method 

w i l l  be p re sen te d  a t  le n g th  in  th e  se c tio n  o f  t h i s  c h ap te r d e a lin g  

w ith  Van Kaam’s  work.

According to  th e  human s c i e n t i f i c  approach to  psychology, each 

s i tu a t io n  o f  p sy ch o lo g ica l i n t e r e s t  i s  s a id  to  have two a sp e c ts  to  

i t ;  th e se  a sp e c ts  a re  th e  in te r n a l  and e x te rn a l p e rs p e c tiv e s , and 

a lthough  th ey  o v e rlap  somewhat th ey  do p rov ide  d i f f e r e n t  openings 

upon a  s i tu a t io n .  The in te r n a l  p e rsp ec tiv e  i s  th e  p r iv i le g e d  p o s i­

t io n  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  e x p e r ie n t ia l  a sp e c ts  o f  a  s i tu a t io n ,  w hile 

th e  e x te rn a l  p e rsp e c tiv e  i s  th e  p r iv i le g e d  p e rsp e c tiv e  w ith  re g a rd  

to  th e  b e h av io ra l a sp e c ts  o f  a  s i tu a t io n ;  bo th  p e rs p e c tiv e s , however,
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a re  s a id  to  have some a cc e ss  to  bo th  a sp e c ts  o f  any s i t u a t io n .  The 

exceed ing ly  d i f f i c u l t  problem o f  sp e c ify in g  th e  p re c is e  form explan­

a t io n s  based on th e  d a ta  d e riv ed  from th e se  two p e rs p e c tiv e s  must 

ta k e  i s  n o t d e a l t  w ith  by G io rg i. Moreover, i f  th e  two p e rsp e c tiv e s  

a re  to  be co n sidered  a s  d u a l sou rces o f  in fo rm a tio n , th en  th e re  must 

be c e r ta in  r u le s  re g a rd in g  th e  w eighting  o f  ev idences from th e  d i f ­

f e r e n t  p e rs p e c tiv e s  and th e  means o f  v a l id a t in g  r i v a l  in te r p r e ta t io n s  

o f d a ta . G io rg i’s work p ro v id es  no g u id e lin e s  f o r  so lv in g  any of 

th e se  complex problem s.

Van Kaam* r -phenomenological psychology: 
th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  fo u n d a tio n s  o f psychology

Van Kaam's view on th e  r e l a t io n  between phenom enological psy­

chology i s  exceed ing ly  complex. In  a  sen se , Van Kaaro i s  th e  most 

co n se rv a tiv e  o f  th e  th r e e  phenom enological p sy c h o lo g is ts  from 

Duquesne, b u t i t  i s  n e v e r th e le s s  t r u e  t h a t  phenom enological p h ilo ­

sophy and phenom enological psychology p rov ide  frameworks w ith in  

which e m p ir ic a l psychology i s  to  fu n c tio n .

Van Kaam's p o s i t io n  i s  co n se rv a tiv e  in s o fa r  an he b e lie v e s  th a t  

a l l  a re a s  c u r re n t ly  b e in g  in v e s t ig a te d  i n  psychology, and a l l  o f 

th e  p e rs p e c tiv e s  adopted  in  p u rsu ing  th e se  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  have some­

th in g  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  our knowledge o f  man. For Van Kaam, a s  f o r  

M erleau-Ponty, b eh av io r i s  b o d ily  s u b je c t iv i ty  i n  a c t io n  (Van Kaam, 

1966). A ll b eh av io r i s  b o th  in te n t io n a l  and fu n c tio n a l;  th u s , fo r  

Van Kaam th e  p ro p er o b je c t  f o r  psychology i s  th e  in te n t io n a l- fu n c ­

t io n a l  beh av io r o f  man. The p rov ince  o f  phenom enological psychology
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i s  th e  in te n t io n a l  a sp e c t o f  beh av io r, understood  a s  our p r e - r e f le c -  

t i v e  mode o f  ex p erien c in g  th e  world and o th e r s .

The v a rio u s  p e rsp e c tiv e s  (p sy ch o an a ly tic , le a rn in g , in tro sp e c ­

t i v e ,  e t c . )  t h a t  have been developed in  psychology a re  r e f e r r e d  to  

a s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sy ch o lo g ies . According to  Van Kaam (1966), th e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sy ch o lo g ies  a re  m utually  ex c lu s iv e  accoun ts  o f  p a r t i c ­

u la r  a sp e c ts  o f  n a n 's  behav ior in  term s o f  a  vocabulary  o f  c o n s tru c ts  

unique to  th a t  psychology.

When th e se  d i f f e r e n t i a l  accoun ts  a re  co h e ren tly  and system­

a t i c a l l y  fo rm u la ted  th ey  c o n s t i tu te  d i f f e r e n t ia l ,  th e o ry . As d i f ­

f e r e n t i a l  th e o r ie s  emphasize and h e lp  ex p la in  on ly  p a r t i c u la r  a sp e c ts  

o f  man’s  b e h v io r, however, an o ther d is c ip l in e  i s  needed to  p rov ide  

some in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sy ch o lo g ica l th e o r ie s ;  t h i s  

in te g r a t io n a l  d is c ip l in e  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  com prehensive p sy ch o lo g ica l 

th e o ry . Comprehensive p sy ch o lo g ica l th eo ry  may a ls o  be c a l le d  

a n th ro p o lo g ic a l psychology in s o fa r  a s  i t  a ttem p ts  to  encompass th e  

knowledge gained  from numerous d i s c ip l in e s  concerned w ith  man (h is to ry , 

econom ics, an th ro p o lo g y , a r t ,  r e l ig io n ,  e t c . )  in  o rd e r to  i l lu m i­

n a te  m an 's in te n t io n a l- f u n c t io n a l  b eh av io r.

U ltim a te ly , though, comprehensive th e o r e t ic a l  psychology has 

re c o u rse  to  phenom enological philosophy  f o r  i t s  fo u n d a tio n a l con­

s t r u c t s .  But s in c e  p h ilo so p h ic a l concep ts cannot be s t r i c t l y  demon­

s t r a t e d  a s  n e ce ssa ry  in  any em p iric a l manner th ey  a r e  t r e a te d  a s  

h y p o th e tic a l  c o n s tru c ts  by th e  comprehensive t h e o r i s t .  These
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fo u n d a tio n a l c o n s tru c ts  a re  u se fu l to  th e  e x ten t th a t  they  allow  th e  

comprehensive th e o r i s t  to  make sense o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  v a rio u s  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sy ch o lo g ies  and t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  th e o r ie s  in  terras o f 

th e  everyday a c t i v i t i e s  o f  man* P aradox ically*  a lthough  comprehensive 

th eo ry  may in  one sense be s a id  to  o p e ra te  a t  a  h ig h er le v e l  o f  ab­

s t r a c t io n  th en  d i f f e r e n t i a l  th e o ry , in  an o ther sense comprehensive 

th eo ry  aim s a t  be ing  more c o n c re te . Comprehensive th eo ry  i s  more 

co n cre te  th an  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  th e o r ie s  because i t  a ttem p ts  to  l in k  

th e  v a rio u s  p a r t i a l  p r o f i l e s  o f  l iv e d  behav ior provided by d i f f e r ­

e n t ia l  th e o r ie s  to  produce a more complete account o f  everyday ex­

p e rie n c e . As w ith .R icoeur, th en , th e  v a rio u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  psychol­

o g ie s  se rv e  a  d ia g n o s tic  fu n c tio n  f o r  phenom enological psychology 

and fo r  comprehensive th e o ry .

The prim ary purpose o f th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  phenomenological 

methodology i s  to  e lim in a te  th e  s u b je c t!  v i s  t i c  b ia se s  and d i s to r ­

t io n s  t h a t  a r i s e  i n  th e  v a rio u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sycho log ies through 

overem phasizing th e  im portance o f th e  p a r t i c u la r  p r o f i l e  o f behav ior 

developed in  t h e i r  re se a rc h  and th e o r e t ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a rio u s  

e m p irica l m ethodologies developed by th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  psycholog ies 

serve  a  m ediating  fu n c tio n  between naive accoun ts  o f  what behav ior 

co n sidered  a s  a  whole means and a  phenom enological account a t  a  

comprehensive th e o r e t ic a l  l e v e l .  Phenomenological procedures se rv e  

to  c o r r e c t  f o r  th e  overzea lousness o f  th e  in d iv id u a l psycho log ies 

i n  a tte m p tin g  to  superim pose t h e i r  own r e d u c t io n ! s t ic  d e s c r ip tio n s
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and. ex p lan a tio n s  o f  behav ior on th e  phenomenon o f behav io r a s  l iv e d .  

Van views th e  h ie ra rch y  o f in te g ra t io n s !  a c t s  invo lved  in  psych­

ology a s  fo llo w s t

spontaneous p e rc ep tio n s ; s c i e n t i f i c - d i f f e r ­
e n t i a l  theo ry  and d a ta -g a th e r  i  ng in  an i n ­
c re a s in g  number o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sycho log ies; 
d iffe ren tia l-p h en o m en o lo g ica l e lu c id a tio n  
o f  th e  d a ta  and judgments found in  d i f f e r ­
en t psycho log ies; comprehensive-phenomeno­
lo g ic a l  e lu c id a tio n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  
e lu c id a te d  phenomena o f th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  
p sycholog ies; in te g ra t io n  o f th e  comprehen­
s iv e ly  e lu c id a te d  phenomena in to  th e  h o l i s t i c  
s t ru c tu re  o f human behav ior a lre a d y  developed 
by comprehensive phenomenology; and f i n a l l y ,  
comprehensive th eo ry  c o n s tru c tio n  on th e  b a ­
s i s  o f  th e  a v a ila b le  h o l i s t i c  phenom enological 
s t ru c tu re s  o f human behav io r.

(Van Kaam, 1966, p . 28^)

I f  comprehensive p sy ch o lo g ica l th eo ry  i s  to  p rov ide  th e  founda­

t io n  c o n s tru c ts  fo r  understand ing  m an's b eh av io r, th en  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  

t h a t  th e se  c o n s tru c ts  be v a lid a te d  w ith  com pelling evidence (Van Kaam, 

1966); t h i s  v a lid a t io n  must be e x i s t e n t i a l .  According to  Van Kaam, 

th e re  a re  th re e  b a s ic  ty pes o f  evidence p o s s ib le  in  comprehensive 

psychology. ? i r s t ,  th e re  i s  spontaneous s e lf -e v id e n c e , evidence 

in  which th e  n a tu re  and meaning o f behav ior i s  p e r f e c t ly  t r a n s ­

p a ren t; th e se  ev idences d e riv e  from our p a r t ic ip a t io n  i n  everyday 

l i f e .  Second, th e re  i s  d i f f e r e n t i a l - s c i e n t i f i c  evidence, evidence 

d eriv ed  from spontaneous behavior by means o f a b s t r a c t  s c ie n t i f i c  

methods employed by th e  v a rio u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p sy cho log ies  to  t e s t  

hypotheses. T h ird , th e re  i s  c o m p reh en s iv e -sc ien tif ic  e x i s t e n t i a l
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ev idence , evidence d is tin g u ish e d  by th e  f a c t  th a t  any a ttem p t to  deny 

i t  must r e s u l t ,  a t  l e a s t  im p l ic i t ly ,  in  a  re a f f irm a tio n . I t  i s  t h i s  

f i n a l  type  o f evidence which p ro v id es  th e  com pelling evidence f o r  

comprehensive p sy ch o lo g y ' s c o n s tru c ts .  The f a c t  th a t  man can engage 

in  v o lu n ta ry  b ehav io r i s  an example o f  such an e x i s t e n t i a l  ev idence, 

s in ce  even a  d e n ia l  o f  th e  f a c t  must m anifest th e  choice to  argue a  

p o s i t io n .  The f a c t  t h a t  man can r e f l e c t  on h is  l i f e  and a c t i v i t i e s  

i s  an o th er such e x i s t e n t i a l  ev idence.

W ithin Van Kaam's system two ta sk s  a r i s e  f o r  phenom enological 

psychology. F i r s t ,  a  d i f f e r e n t i a l  phenomenological e lu c id a tio n  

(e x p lic a t io n )  may be c a r r ie d  ou t on a  p a r t ic u la r  p r o f i l e  o f behav io r 

a s  expounded in  a  d i f f e r e n t i a l  psychology; second, a  comprehensive 

phenom enological e lu c id a tio n  may be c a r r ie d  o u t in  o rd e r to  r e in s e r t  

th e  in d iv id u a l phenom enological p r o f i l e s  gained through d i f f e r e n t i a l  

phenom enological e lu c id a tio n s  in to  a  more g en era l s t ru c tu re  o f  mean­

in g s . Van Kaam (1966) recommends th a t  th e  two ta s k s  he c a r r ie d  ou t 

by d i f f e r e n t  groups o f in d iv id u a ls ,  s in ce  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  phenomen­

o lo g ic a l e lu c id a tio n  w i l l  r e q u ire  ex p e rt knowledge o f th e  p a r t ic u la r  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  psychology in v o lv ed  and th e  comprehensive e lu c id a tio n  

w i l l  r e q u ire  s p e c ia liz e d  knowledge o f  phenomenological ph ilosophy .

Vein Kaam has h im se lf perform ed a  d i f f e r e n t i a l  phenom enological 

e x p lic a tio n  on th e  experience  o f  f e e l in g  understood; presum ably t h i s  

concept has been e x tra c te d  from th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  psychology o f  c l i e n t -  

c en te red  th e ra p y . The aim o f  e x p lic a tio n  i s  to  make th e  im p l ic i t

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

52

knowledge o f  experience  e x p l i c i t  and fo rm u liz ab le • The method i s  

in d u c tiv e  and a tte m p ts  to  sp e c ify  th e  n ecessa ry  and s u f f i c i e n t  con­

d i t io n s  f o r  th e  ex p erien ce . Phenomenological e x p lic a t io n  should  fo ra  

th e  f i r s t  s tag e  o f  any em p iric a l in q u iry , acco rd in g  to  Van Kaam 

(1966), s in c e  an o r ig in a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f  th e  phe­

nomenon under study  must n e c e s s a r i ly  le ad  to  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s id e ra tio n s  

o f th e  phenomenon. T his p a r t i c u la r  study  i s  im p o rtan t in s o fa r  a s  

i t  i s  o f te n  c i te d  in  phenom enological p sy ch o lo g ica l l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  

c la s s ic  example o f  phenom enological re s e a rc h , and s in ce  i t  a ls o  r e ­

f l e c t s  G io rg i 's  method o f e x p l ic i t a t io n .

Vein Kaam (1959) beg ins by making th re e  assum ptions. F i r s t ,  

he assumes th a t  f e e l in g  understood i s  a  common ex p erien ce . Second, 

he assumes th a t  h i s  common experience  i s  b a s ic a l ly  i d e n t i c a l  from 

person  to  p e rso n . T h ird , he assumes t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  id e n t ic a l  ex­

p e rien ce  w i l l  be expressed  in  approxim ately  th e  same manner from 

person  to  perso n .

The phenom enological e x p lic a tio n  i t s e l f  i s  s a id  to  occur in  s ix  

s ta g e s : l i s t i n g  and p re lim in a ry  g rouping , re d u c tio n , e lim in a tio n ,

h y p o th e tic a l id e n t i f i c a t io n ,  a p p l ic a t io n ,  and f i n a l  id e n t i f i c a t io n .  

The o rd e r o f  th e  o p e ra tio n s  i s  n o t in v a r ia n t ,  and th e  s ta g e s  some­

tim es o v e rlap  in  a p p l ic a t io n .  The e x p lic a t io n  i s  perform ed on r e ­

co rds o f  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  p e rso n s! experience  produced by a  

random ssunple o f  s u b je c ts .  In  Van Kaam’s  study  i t  was f e l t  th a t  

s u b je c ts  ought to  p o ssess  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s :
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a .  The a b i l i t y  to  ex p ress  them selves w ith  r e l ­
a t iv e  ease  in  th e  E nglish  language.

b . The a b i l i t y  to  sense  and to  exp ress in n e r  
f e e l in g s  and em otions w ithout shame and i n ­
h ib i t io n .

c . The a b i l i t y  to  sense  and to  express th e  o r­
gan ic  experiences t h a t  accompany th e se  f e e l ­
in g s .

d . The experience  o f s i tu a t io n s  in  which th e  
s u b je c t f e l t  r e a l l y  understood! p re fe ra b ly  
a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  re c e n t  d a te .

e . A spontaneous i n t e r e s t  i n  h is  experience 
on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s u b je c t .

f .  An atm osphere in  which th e  su b je c t can f in d  
th e  necessa ry  re la x a t io n  to  enab le  him to  p u t 
s u f f ic ie n t  tim e and o rd e r ly  thought in to  
w rit in g  o u t c a r e fu l ly  what was going on w ith ­
i n  him.

(Van Kaam, 1966, p . 328)

The p o p u la tio n  chosen a s  p o sse ss in g  th e  above c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  was 

fem ale h igh  schoo l s e n io rs  from an in s t i t u t i o n  w ith  recogn ized  high 

academic s ta n d a rd s . As a  check on th e  re p re se n ta tiv e n e s s  o f  t h i s  

group s e v e ra l  samples were taken  from o th e r  p o p u la tio n s . U ltim a te ly , 

150 fem ale h igh  school s e n io rs  in  Chicago, 95 male h igh  school 

s e n io rs  from Chicago, 60 fem ale co lleg e  s tu d en ts  from P it tsb u rg h , 

and 60 male c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  from P ittsb u rg h  com prised th e  sample 

t o t a l  o f  365  s tu d e n ts .

An hour o f  schoo l tim e was s e t  a s id e  fo r  th e se  s tu d e n ts  to  

d e t a i l  p e rso n a l exp erien ces  o f  r e a l l y  f e e l in g  understood ; th e  ac ­

coun ts  were i n  no way i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  except by sub-sam ple. A 20%
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sample was drawn from th e  365 acco u n ts  and th re e  judges perform ed th e  

a c tu a l  phenom enological e x p lic a t io n . In  th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  th e  judges 

l i s t e d  ca teg o ry  d e s c r ip t io n s  which appeared to  them to  a c c u ra te ly  r e ­

f l e c t  th e  co n ten t o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  o f  co n cre te  acco u n ts . In  th e  

second s ta g e  th e  judges a ttem p ted  to  reduce th e  o r ig in a l  c a te g o r ie s  

to  a  sm a lle r  number o f  more in c lu s iv e  c a te g o r ie s ; th e  in te r s u b je c t iv e  

agreem ent o f  th e  judges served  a s  th e  c r i t e r io n  h e re , a s  in  o th e r  

s ta g e s  o f  th e  e x p l ic a t io n . In  th e  th i r d  s tag e  any unnecessary  e le ­

ments o f  th e  o v e ra l l  d e sc r ip tio n  a re  e lim in a ted  by n o tin g  w hether 

t h e i r  e lim in a tio n  d e t r a c t s  from th e  d e s c r ip tio n  o f th e  phenomenon 

i n  o th e r  c a se s .

The f i r s t  h y p o th e tic a l id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  phenomenon r e ­

s u l t s  from th e  f i r s t  th re e  s ta g e s ; t h i s  id e n t i f i c a t io n  i s  an a ttem p t 

to  s t a t e  th e  components o f  th e  e n t i r e  phenomenon in  some te n ta t iv e  

fa s h io n . In  th e  f i f t h  s tag e  th e  h y p o th e tic a l id e n t i f i c a t io n  i s  ap­

p l ie d  to  random ly s e le c te d  c ase s  from th e  pool o f  accoun ts  in  o rd e r 

to  f u r th e r  e lim in a te  unnecessary  elem ents; a t  t h i s  p o in t a  new 

h y p o th e tic a l  id e n t i f i c a t io n  i s  t r i e d  o u t .  F in a l ly ,  in  th e  s ix th  

s ta g e  a  s a t i s f a c to r y  d e s c r ip t io n  i s  ag reed  upon and a  v a l id  phe­

nom enological e x p lic a t io n  o f th e  phenomenon has been reach ed . The 

f i n a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  r e a l l y  f e e l in g  understood reached  by Van Kaam 

and h i s  fe llo w  judges fo llo w s;
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The experience  o f ' r e a l l y  f e e l in g  understood ' 
i s  a  p e rcep tu a l-em o tio n a l G e s ta l t i  A s u b je c t ,  
p e rc e iv in g  th a t  a  person  co -experiences what 
th in g s  mean to  th e  s u b je c t and a cc e p ts  him, 
f e e l s ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  r e l i e f  from e x p e r ie n tia l  
lo n e lin e s s , and , g ra d u a lly , s a fe  e x p e r ie n tia l  
communion w ith  th a t  person  and w ith  th a t  
which th e  su b je c t p e rc e iv e s  th e  person to  re p ­
r e s e n t .  (o r ig in a l  s la s h  marks se p a ra tin g  compon­

e n ts  have been removed)
(Van Kaam, 1966, p . 336-7)

According to  Van Kaam (1966), th e  d if fe re n c e  between th e  phe­

nom enological approach and o th e r  approaches i s  no t so much th e  meth­

ods em ployed.as th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l assum ptions, th e  a re a s  o f  funda­

m ental concern, th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  hypotheses, and th e  a p p lic a tio n  

o f  th e  r e s u l t s .  C lea rly  d i f f e r e n t ia t in g  h is  p o s it io n  from G io rg i 's  

and von E c k a rtsb e rg 's  and d is t in g u is h in g  h im se lf a s  th e  most t r a d i ­

t io n a l  o f  th e  th r e e ,  Van Kaam claim s " th e re  i s  no d if fe re n c e  whatso­

ever in  th e  techn ique  o f  experim entation  i t s e l f ,  w ith  i t s  fu n c tio n a l-  

o p e r a t i o n a l - s t a t i s t i c a l  m echanics, a s  employed in  phenomenological 

and o th e r  p sy ch o lo g ies ."  (Van Kaam, 1966, p . 339)•

von E c k a rtsb e rg 's  e x p e r ie n t ia l  methodology

Like G iorgi and Van Kaam, von E ckartsberg  a ttem p ts  to  develop 

an  approach to  th e  q u a l i ta t iv e  flow  o f  experience  in  quasi -e m p irica l 

fa sh io n , b u t f o r  von E ckartsberg  th e  methodology i s  to  be more ex­

c lu s iv e ly  phenom enological. Von E c k a rtsb e rg 's  p o s i t io n  i s  c lo se ly  

lin k e d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  symbolic in te ra c tio n !sm  in  so c io lo g y , fo r
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he em phasizes th e  symbolic n a tu re  o f  th e  communication and ex p erien ­

t i a l  p ro cesses  in  man. Man i s  seen both  a s  alw ays being  shaped by 

h i s  w orld and a s  always shaping th a t  w orld in  re tu rn ;  i t  i s  th rough  

a  th r e e - fo ld  d i a le c t i c  o f  e x te r a a l iz a t io n ,  o b je c t iv a t io n ,  and i n t e r ­

n a l iz a t io n  th a t  t h i s  r e c ip ro c a l  shaping  ta k e s  p la c e .

There a re  th re e  prim ary e x p e r ie n tia l, methodological p r in c ip le s  

f o r  von E ckartsberg . F i r s t ,  th e  method employed in  s tudy ing  human 

be ings must emphasize t h e i r  uniqueness. Second, th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  em­

ployed must be e c o lo g ic a l, em phasizing man i n  h is  a c tu a l  l iv e d  r e l a ­

t io n s h ip s  w ith  h is  w orld; in  t h i s  sense th e  methodology should  be 

n a t u r a l i s t i c .  T h ird , m ethodological p r i o r i t y  should be g ran ted  to  

th o se  methods which a llow  e x p lic a tio n  o f th e  a c tu a l  e x p e r ie n t ia l  

s t r u c tu r e s  o f  th e  a c to r s .  The model f o r  t h i s  methodology i s  to  be 

e x i s t e n t i a l  phenomenology, f o r  i t  has a ttem p ted  to  develop a  psy ­

chology o f  experience  from th e  a c to r s  p o in t o f  view , w hile much o f 

contem porary psychology has co n cen tra ted  alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  on th e  

o b se rv e r’s  p o in t o f  view .

Von E ckartsberg  (1971) ta k e s  an extrem e p o s i t io n  on th e  r e l a ­

t io n s h ip  between experience  and b eh av io r, contending  th a t  behavior 

i s  e n t i r e ly  a  fu n c tio n  o f  ex p erien ce . L aboratory  experim ents i n ­

v o lv in g  humans a re  s a id  to  be a r t i f i c i a l ,  c re a t in g  an a u th o r i ta r ia n  

r e la t io n s h ip  between s u b je c t and experim enter t h a t  e x is t s  in  every­

day l i f e  on ly  in  p a th o lo g ic a l r e la t io n s h ip s .
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L aboratory  re se a rc h  i s  a lre a d y  a r t i f i c i a l  to  
th e  e x te n t t h a t  i t  s tu d ie s  human phenomena 
o u ts id e  o f  t h e i r  l iv e d  co n tex t and in te rw o - 
venness w ith  th e  t o t a l i t y  o f  an in d iv id u a l ’s  
b iography . In  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c es  la b o ra to ry  
r e s u l t s  have a  f i c t i o u s  q u a l i ty  in  t h a t  th ey  
a re  based  on a r t i f i c i a l ,  c ircu m stan ces , anonym­
i t y ,  group av erag es , and m an ipu la tion  and 
segm entalized  c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n s  which seldom 
do ju s t i c e  to  th e  l iv e d  q u a l i ty  o f  human ex­
p e rie n c e .

(von E ck artsb erg , 1971* p» 6 9 )

Id e a l ly ,  th e  experim enter should  n o t be an o p e ra to r  so much a s  

a  tra n sd u c e r , c a r e fu l ly  n o tin g  what happens in  everyday l i f e  s i tu a ­

t io n s  f o r  some in d iv id u a l  o r  group o f  in d iv id u a ls .  The prim ary  

fu n c tio n  o f th e  re s e a rc h e r  should be a s  a  p a r t ic ip a n t-o b s e rv e r , 

making use o f  both  th e  s e l f - r e p o r t s  o f  th e  s u b je c t and h i s  own 

o b se rv a tio n s  o f  th e  s u b je c t ’s  b eh av io r. In  such an in v e s t ig a t io n  

both  th e  o b server and th e  observed may be expected  to  undergo changes, 

w ith  th e  u ltim a te  aim o f  th e  in q u iry  being  to  in c re a s e  th e  o b se rv e r’s  

u nderstand ing  o f  th e  phenomenon a s  l iv e d  by th e  observed .

Although b ehav io r i s  viewed a s  a  fu n c tio n  o f e x p e rien ce , i t  i s  

a ls o  seen to  be n ecessa ry  to  d ia lo g u e  th e  o b s e rv e r 's  v iew poin t w ith  

th e  a c t o r 's  v iew poin t i n  o rd e r to  f u l l y  understand  any phenomenon.

The term  d ia logue  i s  th u s  used in  a  p e c u l ia r  manner, f o r  i t  seems 

to  r e f e r  to  what o th e rs  have c a l le d  th e  need f o r  in te r p r e ta t io n .

Von E ckartsberg  con tends th a t  an in d iv id u a l ' s  a c t io n s  cam on ly  be 

understood in  term s o f  h i s  own goads and m otives; th e s e  g o a ls  and 

m o tives, in  tu r n ,  a re  th e  ones experienced  by th e  a c to r .  I t  i s
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u n c lea r  from von E c k a rtsb e rg 's  w r it in g s  ex ac tly  how th e  d ia lo g u in g  

o f  v iew po in ts  i s  to  o ccu r, o r  whose v iew point and which in fo rm atio n  

i s  to  be r e l i e d  upon i n  case s  where c o n f l ic t in g  in te r p r e ta t io n s  a re  

p o s s ib le .

T his l a s t  problem  no ted  o f  von E c k a rtsb e rg 's  work i s  common to  

G io rg i, Van Kaam and von E ck a rtsb erg . While phenomenological, psy­

chology i s  to  p rov ide  a  fo u n d a tio n  f o r  understand ing  experience  and 

b eh av io r, and w hile th e  method o f  e x p lic a tio n  does seem to  prov ide 

a  means o f c le a r ly  s p e c ify in g  th e  meaning o f common ex p erien ces , th e  

fundam ental problem s o f  in te r p r e ta t io n  a re  n o t d e a l t  w ith  i n  any 

form . As such , a lth o u g h  th e se  e x i s te n t ia l ly - o r ie n te d  phenomenolog­

i c a l  p sy c h o lo g is ts  d i f f e r  from Kockelmans in s o fa r  a s  th ey  su b o rd i­

n a te  e m p iric a l in q u iry  to  phenom enological in s ig h ts ,  th e  n e t  e f f e c t  

o f  t h i s  advocacy can be l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  The c r u c ia l  q u estio n  i s  

j u s t  how th e  d a ta  o f  e m p iric a l in q u iry  a re  to  be combined w ith  phe­

nom enological in s ig h ts  to  produce p sy ch o lo g ica l ex p lan a tio n s  and 

u n d e rs tan d in g . I t  i s  to  ju s t  t h i s  q u estio n  th a t  R icoeur has ad d res­

sed h is  work.

R icoeur*s H erm eneutical Approach to  th e  
S o c ia l S c ien ces: M eaningful A ction

Considered a s  a  Text

I f  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenomenology broke th e  bounds 
o f  H u s s e r l 's  tra n s c e n d e n ta l  id e a lism  i n  i t s  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  phenom enological p rocedu res 
to  th e  problem s o f  th e  l iv e d  body, i n t e r -  
s u b je c t iv i ty ,  and human freedom , R ic o e u r 's

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

59

phenomenology opens th e  nay fo r  a  second 
b reak in g  o f  th e  bounds under th e  s ig n  o f 
herm eneu tics . R icoeur b eg ins th e  s h i f t  from 
a  p e rc e p tu a l is t  phenom enological model to  a  
l i n g u i s t i c  nhenomenology.

(ih d e , 1971. p . 7)

As Palmer (1969 ) p o in ts  ou r in  h is  book on herm eneu tics, th e re  

a re  two r e l a t i v e l y  d i s t i n c t  t r a d i t io n s  in  herm eneutical th o u g h t.

The f i r s t  t r a d i t i o n  r e l i e s  la rg e ly  on th e  m ethodological in s ig h ts  

and programs o f Schleierm acher and D ilth ey , w h ile  th e  second r e s t s  

on th e  works o f H eidegger. Modern-day ad h eren ts  to  th e se  two t r a ­

d i t io n s  in c lu d e  H irsch  and B e t t i  in  th e  form er and Bultmann, Sbeling , 

Fuchs, and Gadamer in  th e  l a t t e r .  The c e n tr a l  d iv is iv e  is s u e  i s  

whether o b je c t iv e  h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge i s  even p o s s ib le , w ith  th e  

f i r s t  t r a d i t io n  h o ld in g  th a t  an in te r p r e ta t iv e  y e t o b je c tiv e  science  

o f th e  s ig n s  o f  p sy c h ic a l i s  p o s s ib le ,  whereas th e  second t r a d i t io n  

h o ld s  th a t  und ers tan d in g  i s  i t s e l f  fundam entally h i s t o r i c a l .  3u t i f  

no a c t  o f  un d ers tan d in g  o p e ra te s  from c e r ta in  grounds, th e  no i n t e r ­

p r e ta t iv e  sc ien ce  can claim  to  be o b je c t iv e .

R ic o eu r 's  work (1965; 1965; 1967; 1970; 1971) belongs to  th e  

f i r s t  t r a d i t i o n .  R icoeur r e l i e s  h e av ily  on H irs c h 's  work, w hile  

th e  framework prov ided  by D ilth ey  and Schleierm acher i s  u t i l i z e d  in  

s l ig h t ly  a l te r e d  form . While i t  i s  t r u e  th a t  R ic o e u r 's  comments on 

methodology in  th e  s o c ia l  sc ie n c es  a re  n o t phenom enological in  a  

s t r i c t l y  H u sse rlian  sen se , n e i th e r  a re  th ey  em p irica l i n  th e  t r a d i ­

t io n a l  sense ; r a th e r ,  th e  s o c ia l  sc ien ces  a re  in e scap ab ly  in te r p r e ­

t a t i v e  s c ie n c e s . The s o c ia l  sc ie n c es  p rov ide  o b je c t iv e  knowledge
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o f a  sp e c ia l  s o r t ,  s in ce  they  d ea l w ith th e  r e la t io n s  o f  s ig n s  w ith in  

la rg e r  system s and no t w ith  any "brute'* d a ta .

In  h is  essay  ( l9 7 l)  d ire c te d  to  th e  question  o f th e  p roper sub­

je c t  m a tte r and methodolgy f o r  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s , R icoeur makes 

two c la im s. F i r s t ,  he claim s th a t  the  o b je c t o f th e  s o c ia l  sc ien ces , 

which he ta k es  to  be m ean in g fu lly -o rien ted  b ehav io r, may be sa id  to  

be s im ila r  to  th e  o b je c t o f  te x tu a l  a n a ly s is .  Second, th e  s o c ia l  

sc ien ces  may use th e  model o f te x tu a l  a n a ly s is  as  a  paradigm f o r  

i t s  own methodology. R icoeur*s leng thy  arguments a re  only  b r ie f ly  

summarized h e re .

In  support o f  h is  f i r s t  claim  Ricoeur proposes a  d is t in c t io n  

between th e  l in g u i s t i c s  o f  d isco u rse  and th e  l i n g u i s t i c s  o f  language. 

Whereas th e  s ig n  i s  th e  b a s ic  u n it  o f language, th e  sen tence  must 

be considered  th e  b a s ic  u n i t  o f d isco u rse . R icoeur goes on to  

d e sc rib e  fo u r  b a s ic  t r a i t s  o f  language and t h e i r  c o n tra s tin g  a c tu a l­

iz a t io n s  in  w r it te n  and spoken language in  p rep arin g  to  dem onstrate 

th e  analogy between w r it te n  language and reco rd s  o f  m eaningful 

a c t io n .

F i r s t ,  w hile  in  l iv in g  speech d isco u rse  I s  ephem eral, in  w r it­

in g  d isco u rse  i s  f ix e d . 3 u t what i s  f ix e d  I s  no t th e  event o f  l i v ­

in g  speech i t s e l f ;  i t  i s  th e  even t a s  speech o r language which i s  

f ix e d . Phenom enologically, we may say i t  i s  th e  noema o f speaking 

th a t  i s  in s c r ib e d . C itin g  th e  work o f A ustin  (1962), S ea rle  (1969)» 

and Kenny (1963)* R icoeur d e sc rib e s  th e  speech a c t  i t s e l f  a s  composed
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o f  a  h ie ra rc h y  o f  su b o rd in a te  a c ts  on th re e  le v e l s :  th e  lo c u tio n a ry ,

th e  i l lo c u t io n a r y ,  and th e  p e r lo c u tio n a ry . The lo c u tio n a ry  a c t  i s  

th e  a c t  o f  say in g , th e  i l lo c u t io n a ry  a c t  what we do in  say ing  some­

th in g , and th e  p e r lo c u tio n a ry  a c t  what we do b£ say ing  som ething.

A ll th re e ,  in  d ec rea s in g  o rd e r o f  im portance, a re  su b je c t to  t h i s  

noem atic in s c r ip t io n .

Second, w hile  in  spoken d isco u rse  th e  sp e a k e r 's  in te n t io n  and 

th e  meaning o f th e  speech can be id e n t i c a l ,  i n  w r it te n  d isco u rse  

th e  a u th o r 's  in te n t io n  and th e  t e x t 's  meaning cease  t c  co in c id e . 

In to n a tio n , g e s tu re s ,  m imicry, and o th e r  nonverbal and p a ra l in g u is i ic  

cues which a re  p re s e n t in  l iv in g  speech to  "rescue" th e  sp e a k e r 's  

meaning a re  n o t p re se n t in  w r it te n  d isc o u rse .

T h ird , w hile  in  spoken d isco u rse  th e  re fe re n c e  i s  o s te n s iv e , 

in  w r it te n  d isco u rse  th e  re fe re n c e  i s  n o n -o s ten siv e . In  l iv in g  

speech i t  i s  th e  immediate s i tu a t io n  which serv es  a s  th e  r e f e r e n t ,  

w hile  in  w r i t in g  th e  r e f e r e n t  i s  a  world p ro je c te d  by th e  t e x t ,  and 

no t any p a r t i c u la r  s i tu a t io n .

F ourth , w h ile  spoken d isco u rse  i s  addressed  to  someone in  p a r­

t i c u l a r ,  w r i t te n  d isc o u rse  i s  f o r  anyone and everyone who c a r  read.. 

Two rem arks may be made about t h i s  s i tu a t io n .  F i r s t ,  a lth o u g h  i t  

i s  t ru e  t h a t  t h i s  non-addressed  a sp e c t o f  th e  t e x t  y ie ld s  l e s s  in ­

fo rm ation  in  one sen se , in  an o th er im p o rtan t sense meaning I s  saved 

v ia  t h i s  I n s c r ip t io n .  And th e se  fo u r t r a i t s  taken  to g e th e r  show 

th a t  w hile  w r i t te n  d isco u rse  a l ie n a te s  th e  meaning from an o r ig in a l
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co n tex t o f in te n t io n ,  th e  say ing  a s  s a id  tran scen d s  th e  s i tu a t io n  and 

i s  p reserved  w ith  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  th e  in te n t io n  may be recon ­

s tru c te d .

R icoeur now claim s th a t  th e se  fo u r t r a i t s  may a ls o  be a p p lie d  

to  th e  d i s t in c t io n  between immediate a c t io n  and a c tio n  considered  

a s  a  f ix e d  t e x t .  A ction i s  lik en ed  to  an u tte ra n c e  and i s  s a id  to  

p o ssess  in n e r  t r a i t s  s im ila r  to  those  o f  th e  speech a c t .  A ction a s  

event and th e  meaning o f  an a c tio n  a re  s a id  to  be sep a rab le  in  th e  

same way th a t  spoken language and w r it te n  language a re  sep a rab le .

fo llow ing  Xenny (1963), R icoeur claim s th a t  a c tio n  has th e  

s t ru c tu re  o a  lo c u tio n a ry  a c t ,  p o sse ss in g  an id e n t i f i a b le  p ro p o s i-  

t i o n a l  c o n ten t. The verb s  o f  a c tio n  a re  sa id  to  c o n s t i tu te  a  p a r­

t i c u l a r  s o r t  o f p re d ic a te  which a re  i r r e d u c ib le  to  e i th e r  s e t s  o f 

r e la t io n s  o r  to  any o th e r  p re d ic a te s .  An im p o rtan t t r a i t  o f th ese  

a c t io n  verbs i s  t h e i r  v a r ia b le  p o ly d ic i ty . A f u r th e r  a n a ly s is  o f 

everyday language shows th a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  d is t in g u is h  between 

a c t io n s  p ro p e r, s t a t e s ,  and perform ances a s  w e ll a s  th e  form al and 

m a te r ia l o b je c ts  o f  a c t io n s .  Such a  c ap a c ity  fo r  th e  in s c r ip t io n  o r 

f ix a t io n  o f  a c t io n  makes p o s s ib le  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  noem atic 

s t ru c tu re  o f  a c t io n .

A ction a ls o  p o sse sse s  i l lo c u t io n a ry  t r a i t s  resem bling  th o se  o f  

th e  speech a c t .  A typology o f  a c t io n  fo llo w in g  A u s t in 's  (1962 ) l i s t  

o f  p e rfo rm ativ es  and based on c e r ta in  c o n s t i tu t iv e  r u le s  a s  desc rib ed  

by S ea rle  (1969) may be developed. T h is  model fo llo w s  Weber’s
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n o tio n  o f  th e  id e a l  type  and would a ttem p t to  i s o la t e  th e  e s s e n t ia l  

c o n d itio n s  under which a  g iven  a c t io n  counts a s  an in s ta n c e  o f a 

p e rfo rm a tiv e . A rem ain ing  problem , however, i s  ju s t  what i s  in d ic a t ­

ed by th e  im p l ic i t  c laim  t h a t  a c t io n s  a re  re a d ab le  in  th e  same way 

t h a t  w r i t te n  d isco u rse  i s  re a d a b le • What i s  th e re  to  be read ?

Most a c t io n s  sim ply occur and th en  rem ain a s  memories, i f  a t  

a l l .  O ther a c t io n s ,  however, may be s a id  to  leav e  t h e i r  mark or 

t r a c e  in  h is to r y .  T h is  im p rin t on s o c ia l  tim e i s  u su a lly  in  th e  

form o f  documents o f  a c t io n s ,  a lthough  in fo rm al analogues o f  th e se  

re c o rd s  e x i s t  in  persons* re p u ta t io n s .  In  a  sen se , th e n , human 

a c t io n s  may be s a id  to  become i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s in ce  t h e i r  meaning no 

lo n g er n e c e s s a r i ly  c o in c id e s  w ith th e  in te n t io n s  o f th e  a c to r s .  

Follow ing Winch (1958), R icoeur a rg u es  th a t  th e  a p p ro p ria te  o b je c t 

f o r  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s  i s  ru le -g o v e rn ed  b eh av io r. S ince a  behav io r 

i s  m eaningful o n ly  i f  i t  can be s a id  o f  th a t  a c tio n  t h a t  i t  r e p re s e n ts  

th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  a  r u l e ,  and s in ce  i t  i s  a ls o  tru e  th a t  we a l l  

engage i n  m eaningful b eh av io r w ithou t be in g  a b le  to  e x p la in  th e  

c r i t e r i a  used to  ap p ly  th e  r u le s  by which we o r ie n t  our beh av io r, 

i t  fo llo w s  th a t  we cannot use th e  a b i l i t y  o f th e  a c to r  to  r a t io n a l iz e  

h i s  b eh av io r a s  am a b so lu te  in d ic a to r  th a t  h i s  behav io r i s  o r i s  no t 

m eaningful.

W ittg en ste in  (1953) h as  p o in te d  o u t th a t  th e re  a r e  two im port­

a n t  a s p e c ts  to  th e  concept o f  a  r u l e .  One, i t  i s  n ecessa ry  t h a t  i t  

be p o s s ib le  to  d is t in g u is h  a  r i g h t  way and a  wrong way o f  perform ing
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th e  a c t io n  f o r  i t  to  exem plify a  r u l e .  Two, th e  a c to r  must be cap­

a b le  o f  un d ers tan d in g  what i t  i s  to  ap p ly  a  g iven  r u le  in  o rd e r fo r  

th a t  r u le  to  ap p ly  to  h i s  a c t io n .  Thus, th e  meaning (noema) and th e  

in te n t io n  (n o e s is )  o f  an a c t io n  may o r  may no t o v e rlap ; however, i f  

th ey  do no t o v e r la p , th en  some s p e c ia l  ex p lan a tio n  w i l l  be c a lle d  fo r  

to  account f o r  th e  non-coincidence o f  th e  two.

In  comparing th e  t h i r d  t r a i t  o f  th e  re le v an c e  and im portance 

o f  w r it te n  d isco u rse  and spoken d isco u rse  w ith  perform ed and recorded  

a c t io n ,  R icoeur u rg es  th a t  th e  meaning o f  ev en ts  exceeds o r  t r a n s ­

cends i t s  o r ig in a l  s o c ia l  co n tex t in  such a  way th a t  i t  may be r e ­

enacted  in  new s e t t in g s .  As such, any even t may be s a id  bo th  to  

m irro r i t s  c o n d itio n s  o f  p ro d u c tio n  and to  open up o r d is c lo se  a  

meaning in  g e n e ra l f o r  th e  w orld.

F in a lly , human a c t io n  may be considered  a s  an  open work. By 

t h i s  i s  meant sim ply th a t  th e  judges o f  any a c t io n  a re  n o t lim ite d  

to  th e  e v e n t 's  co n tem poraries , b u t t h a t  t h i s  ta s k  ex tends to  a l l  o f  

th e  fu tu re  i t s e l f .  The g e n e ra l meaning o f  an even t o r  a c t io n  can 

th u s  n o t be s e t t l e d  once and f o r  a l l ,  s in ce  fu tu r e  judges may f r e s h ­

ly  i n t e r p r e t  a c t io n s  in  l i g h t  o f  new ev idence . In  th e  sane way 

th a t  a  t e x t  i s  open to  anyone who cam re a d , an a c t io n  and i t s  re c o rd  

a r e  open to  th e  " re a d e r" .

In  summary, th e  t e x t  i s  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by th e  f ix a t io n  o f  mean­

in g s , d is s o c ia t io n  from th e  m ental in te n t io n s  o f  th e  a u th o r , d isp la y  

o f  n o n -o s ten siv e  re fe re n c e s ,  and u n iv e rs a l  range o f  ad d re sses ;
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tak en  to g e th e r ,  th e se  fo u r t r a i t s  c o n s ti tu te  th e  o b je c t iv i ty  o f  th e  

t e x t .  T his o b je c t iv i ty  rem ains w holly w ith in  th e  sphere o f  s ig n s , 

and no t o f  f a c t s  a s  understood in  th e  n a tu ra l  sc ien ces  on th e  model 

o f  b ru te  d a ta  (d a ta  n o t su b je c t to  any in te r p r e ta t io n ) ,  and i t  i s  

w ith in  t h i s  sphere  o f  s ig n s  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f 

understand ing  and ex p lan a tio n  develop .

For R icoeur th e re  must be a  d ia l e c t i c a l  exchange between ex­

p la n a tio n  and un d ers tan d in g . The u ltim a te  aim o f th e se  p rocedures 

i s  to  understand  th e  a c to r ( s )  b e t te r  than  he can understand  h im se lf. 

J u s t  a s  a  te x t  r e q u ire s  c a re fu l  exam ination and r e f le c t io n  in  o rd e r 

to  ex p la in  and understand  i t  p ro p e rly , so a lso  do th e  in s c r ip t io n s  o f 

a c tio n  re q u ire  a  re a d in g . I t  i s  in  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f th e  paradigm 

o f read in g  to  s o c ia l  sc ience  methodology th a t  R icoeur’s  work marks 

an advance in  herm eneu tica l th eo ry .

The d i a l e c t i c a l  exchange between exp lanation  and understand ing  

may be considered  a s  o p e ra tin g  both  from understand ing  to  ex p lan a tio n  

and from ex p lan a tio n  to  understand ing . In  moving from understand ing  

to  ex p lan a tio n  R icoeur i n s i s t s  th a t  th e  aim i s  n o t to  r e jo in  th e  

au th o r (o r  a c to r )  through a  k ind o f  empathic i n tu i t i o n .  R ather, 

understand ing  a  t e x t  must be understood a s  a  p ro cess  o f  making gues­

se s  and ap p ly ing  v a l id a t io n a l  p rocedures to  th ese  g u esse s . Drawing 

from H irsch ’s  (196?) work, R icoeur c laim s th a t  th e re  a r e  no r u le s  

f o r  making good g u esse s , b u t th e re  a re  r u le s  f o r  v a lid a t in g  o r 

in v a l id a t in g  th e  guesses.
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T exts must be considered  a s  wholes composed o f  p a r t s ;  th e  

whole o f  a  t e x t  w i l l  appear a s  a  h ie ra rc h y  o f  to p ic s ,  prim ary and 

su b o rd in a te . R eco n stru c tin g  a  t e x t  i s  a  c i r c u la r  e n te r p r is e ,  in  a  

sen se , s in ce  we cannot know th e  meaning o f  th e  whole w ithou t knowing 

th e  meaning o f  th e  p a r ts  and , lik e w ise , we cannot know th e  meaning 

o f  th e  p a r t s  w ithou t knowing th e  meaning o f th e  whole. T his ex­

change re p re se n ts  th e  herm eneu tica l c i r c l e  in  in te r p r e ta t io n ,  a l ­

though f o r  R icoeur th e  c i r c l e  i s  no t a  v ic io u s  one.

Since te x t s  may no t be considered  a s  l in e a r  accum ulations o f 

sen ten ces , th e  p a r t i c u la r  s t ru c tu re  o f  th e  t e x t  cannot be d erived  

from th a t  o f  th e  sen ten ces . But t h i s  means t h a t  any t e x t  i s  open 

to  a  v a r ie ty  o f  in te r p r e ta t io n s .  As such, v a l id a t io n a l  procedures 

a re  argum entative  in  n a tu re  (much l i k e  ju r i d ic a l  p rocedures) and 

c a l l  f o r  a  lo g ic  o f  su b je c tiv e  p ro b a b i l i ty  r a th e r  th an  a  lo g ic  o f 

em p irica l v e r i f i c a t io n .  The c i r c l e  o f  in te r p r e ta t io n  i s  no t v ic io u s  

in  t h i s  case  because th e re  a re  both  p rocedures o f  v a l id a t io n  and 

p rocedures o f  in v a l id a t io n .  The procedures o f  in v a l id a t io n  would 

develop c r i t e r i a  o f  f a l s i f l a b i l i t y  s im ila r  to  th o se  developed by 

Popper (1959)* C r i te r ia  o f  v a l id a t io n  may be developed from th e  

lo g ic  o f  su b je c tiv e  p ro b a b i l i ty ,  a lthough  R icoeur does n o t d e a l 

w ith  t h i s  p o in t i n  any d e t a i l .

As a  consequence o f  ap p ly ing  th e se  v a l id a t io n a l  procedures i t  

can be seen t h a t  a  t e x t  w i l l  appear a s  a  f i e l d  o f  l im ite d  p o ss ib le  

c o n s tru c tio n s , s in c e  d e te rm in a tio n s  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  s u p e r io r i ty  o r
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n o n -a p p lic a b i l i ty  o f  in te r p r e ta t io n s  can be developed. In so fa r  a s  

human a c t io n  sh a res  th e  f e a tu re s  o f  th e  t e x t ,  i t  too  i s  a  f i e l d  o f  

l im ite d  p o s s ib le  c o n s tru c tio n s . Arguing f o r  o r  a g a in s t  th e  v a rio u s  

p o s s ib le  in te r p r e ta t io n s  w i l l  tak e  th e  form o f  p ro v id in g  answers 

to  th e  v a rio u s  "what” q u estio n s  th a t  a r e  asked o f  th e  te x t  in  term s 

o f  th e  rea so n s  "why" th ey  were engaged i n .

U nderstanding w i l l  be th e  r e s u l t  o f  p ro p e rly  (o r a t  l e a s t  

p la u s ib ly )  ex p la in in g  why an a c tio n  was engaged in  in  term s o f th e  

d e s i r a b i l i t y  c h a ra c te rs  (wants and b e l i e f s  deemed re le v a n t)  in v o lv ed . 

Arguments over in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  m eaningful behavior a re  then  a rgu ­

ments about th e  reaso n s  fo r  a c t io n s , and no t about th e  causes o f  

a c t io n s .  The g o a l o f in te r p r e ta t io n  i s  to  p rov ide  a  coherent a c ­

count o f a c tio n  which e x p la in s  th e  m o tiv a tio n a l b a s is  o f  a c tio n  a s  

a  r e s u l t  o f  some s e t  o f d e s i r a b i l i ty - c h a r a c te r s .

When th e  d ia l e c t i c  i s  considered  a s  i t  moves from ex p lana tion  

to  understand ing  i t  re c e iv e s  a  new meaning, s in ce  we must proceed 

in  t h i s  case  from th e  r e f e r e n t i a l  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  t e x t .  As w r it te n  

d isco u rse  i s  n o n -o s ten siv e , two approaches a re  p o s s ib le . F i r s t ,  

th e  t e x t  may be t r e a te d  a s  t o t a l l y  n o n re fe re n tia l  and w o rld le ss; 

t h i s  approach i s  exem plified  by th e  v a rio u s  schoo ls  o f  l i t e r a r y  

c r i t i c i s m .  Second, th e  p o te n t ia l  n o n -o sten siv e  re fe re n c e s  o f th e  

t e x t  may be a c tu a liz e d  in  and by th e  r e a d e r ’s  p e rso n a l a p p ro p ria tio n  

o f  th e  t e x t .
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The s t r u c t u r a l i s t  tre a tm en t o f a  t e x t  r e l i e s  on th e  a b s tr a c t io n  

o f  system s from p ro c e sse s . Since i t  i s  alw ays p o s s ib le  to  a b s t r a c t  

system s from p ro c e sse s  (as  l in g u is t s  and sem io lo g is ts  have shown) 

and to  r e l a t e  th e se  system s to  o th e r u n i ts  in  th e  same system , such 

an  approach may a ls o  be a p p lie d  to  p sy ch o lo g ica l phenomena; P iag e t 

has a p p lie d  such an approach to  th e  study  o f  c o g n itiv e  development 

in  c h ild re n .

S tru c tu ra l  a n a ly s is  may be seen a s  a  n ecessa ry  s te p  in  e x p la in ­

in g  a  t e x t ,  b u t i t  o p e ra te s  e f f e c t iv e ly  only  by re p re s s in g  ar.y r e ­

f e r e n t i a l  fu n c tio n . In  o rd e r to  make sense o f a  phenomenon i t  i s  

n ecessary  to  r e - u n i te  th e  s t r u c tu r a l  a n a ly s is  w ith  th e  world th a t  i t  

r e f e r s  t o .  In  se rv in g  t h i s  fu n c tio n  a s  a  m ediating  s te p  between 

na ive  and c r i t i c a l  in t e r p r e ta t io n  a  s t r u c tu r a l  a n a ly s is  h e lp s  in  

re v e a lin g  th e  dep th -seroan tics  o f  a t e x t  ( i . e . ,  what th e  t e x t  i s  

r e a l l y  a b o u t) .

I t  i s  th e  r o le  o f  s t r u c tu r a l  a n a ly s is  in  our ex p lan a to ry  p ro ­

cedu res which p re v e n ts  any sim ple id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  a c t  o f under­

s tan d in g  w ith  pure  in tu i t i o n  o r some m y stica l g ra sp in g  o f  a  fo re ig n  

l i f e  and i t s  movement. In s o fa r  as  a l l  s o c ia l  phenomena may be sa id  

to  have a  sem io lo g ica l c h a ra c te r ,  s t r u c tu r a l  a n a ly s is  becomes both  

p o s s ib le  and n e ce ssa ry  fo r  a l l  s o c ia l  phenomena. There i s  a  g rasp ­

in g  o f  th e  dep th -sem an tics  o f  th e  t e x t  which se rv es  a s  an i n t e r ­

m ediate s te p  in  th e  a c t  o f  in te r p r e t in g  a  t e x t .  F in a l ly ,  th e re  must 

be an a c t  o f  p e rso n a l a p p ro p ria tio n  o f a l l  th a t  our re a d in g  o f a  t e x t
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has re v e a le d . T his f i n a l  a c t  o f  p e rso n a l a p p ro p ria tio n  does not 

re n d e r a l l  in te r p r e ta t io n  eq u a lly  s u b je c tiv e , s in ce  i t  w i l l  only  

be a u th e n i tc  on th e  co n d itio n  th a t  th e  p reced in g  ex p lana to ry  and 

v a l id a t io n a l  p rocedu res axe tak en  in to  accoun t. The herm eneutical 

c i r l e ,  th e n , must be taken  a s  th e  id e a l  f o r  in te r p r e ta t io n  r a th e r  

th an  i t s  anathem a, s in ce  th e  herm eneu tica l c i r c l e  now r e f e r s  to  th e  

c o r re la t io n  between ex p lan a tio n  and und ers tan d in g .
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A CRITICAL APPRAISAL 0? PHENOMENOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY 
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY

To speak o f  psychology a s  a  d iv e r s i f ie d  f i e l d  
i s  an understatem ent. A f i e l d  which co n ta in s  
th e  d i f f e r e n t  s tan d ard  in t e r e s t s  o f  experimen­
t a l  psychology, le a rn in g , m o tiv a tio n , and d i s -  

' c rim in a tio n  experim ents, co g n itiv e  psychology, 
p e rs o n a lity  th e o ry , s o c ia l  psychology, c l in ic a l  
psychology, developm ental psychology, psycho­
a n a ly s is ,  p s y c h o lin g u is tic s—and l o t s  more, ob­
v io u s ly  cannot be reduced to  a  s in g le  form ula.

(T aylor, 1973, p . 70)

From th e  e a r l i e s t  days o f th e  experim ental 
p io n e e rs , m an's s t ip u la t io n  th a t  psychology 
be adequate to  sc ien ce  outweighed h is  com­
mitment th a t  i t  be adequate to  man.

(Koch, 1971, p . 684)

The most fundam ental p o in ts  o f s im ila r i ty  between th e  phenomen­

o lo g ic a l p sy ch o lo g is ts  considered  in  th e  p rev ious ch ap te r a re  th e i r  

emphasis on man a s  an o b je c t d i f f e r e n t  from th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  n a tu r­

a l  sc ie n c es  in s o fa r  a s  t h i s  o b je c t in te r p r e t s  both  h i s  own world and 

h is  own a c tio n s  w ith in  th a t  w orld , t h e i r  emphasis on man a s  a  

c re a tu re  capable o f  v o lu n ta ry  ( f r e e )  a c t io n , t h e i r  emphasis on the  

refL ective c a p a c it ie s  o f  man, t h e i r  emphasis on consciousness a s  

embodied, and t h e i r  emphasis on th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  employing pheno­

m enological methods in  psychology in  o rd e r to  cap tu re  th e  e n t i r e  

meaning o f a  phenomenon.

The most fundam ental p o in ts  o f  d is s im i la r i ty  between th e  phe­

nom enological p sy ch o lo g is ts  a re  th e  degree to  which phenomenological 

psychology i s  to  complement o r subsume em p irica l psychology, th e

70
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d egree  t o  w hich c e r t a in  t r a d i t io n a l  c o n cep ts  such a s  "law", "cause" , 

"th eory" , " h yp oth esis"  and t h e  l i k e  a re  a p p l ic a b le  a t  a l l  t o  th e  

stu d y  o f  nan, and th e  d eg ree  t o  which th e y  s p e c i f y  th e  r u le s  and 

m ethods o f  th e  in t e r p r e t a t io n  w hich must m ed iate  th e  c la im s  o f  th e  

two ty p e s  o f  d a ta  produced in  o rd er  t o  d e v e lo p  a  s i n g l e ,  co h eren t  

accou n t o f  a c t io n .

A lthough th e  prim ary purpose o f  t h i s  e s sa y  i s  to  dem arcate  

th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between ph en om en olog ica l p sy ch o lo g y  and em p irica l, 

p sych o logy  a s  view ed by r e c e n t  American p h enom enolog ica l p sy c h o lo ­

g i s t s ,  a  few  c r i t i c a l ,  rem arks must be made. For a l l  th r e e  b a s ic  

types o f  ph en om en olog ica l p sy ch o lo g y  th e  fundam ental s t a t u s  o f  phe­

n om en olog ica l p sy ch o lo g y  i s  c le a r  t p henom enologica l p sy c h o lo g y  i s  

t o  be a t e c h n ic a l  d i s c i p l in e  u t i l i z i n g  th e  v a r io u s  p h enom enolog ica l 

r e d u c tio n s  s p e c i f ie d  by H u sser l (w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  t r a n s ­

cen d e n ta l r e d u c tio n )  i n  ord er  t o  dem onstrate th e  s tr u c tu r e s  and  

d im en sion s o f  m an's i n t e n t i o n a l i t y .

Kockelmans em phasizes th e  b a s i c a l l y  complem entary r e la t io n s h ip  

betw een p h enom enolog ica l p sy ch o lo g y  and e m p ir ic a l p sy c h o lo g y ,  

w hereas t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l ly - o r i e n t e d  ph en om en olog ica l p s y c h o lo g is t s  

from Duquesne em phasize th e  subsum ptive r e la t io n s h ip  betw een phe­

n o m en o log ica l p sy ch o lo g y  and e m p ir ic a l p sy c h o lo g y . For b o th  o f  

t h e s e  v ie w s , how ever, th e r e  rem ain o n ly  two ty p e s  o f  know ledge, 

ph enom enolog ica l and em p ir ica l..
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Ricoeur b e lie v e s  th e re  a r e  th re e  d is c ip l in e s  to  be re la te d *  

phenom enological psychology, th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s , and th e  n a tu ra l  

sc ie n c es . U np irica l knowledge, a s  d iscu ssed  by th e  f i r s t  two views 

above, i s  s a id  to  r e s u l t  from v e r i f i c a t io n  o f  o b se rv a tio n ; and

V e r if ic a t io n  must be grounded u lt im a te ly  in  
th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  b ru te  d a ta . By 'b ru te  d a ta '
I  mean h ere  and throughout d a ta  whose v a l id i ty  
cannot be questioned  by o f f e r in g  an o th er i n ­
te r p r e ta t io n  o r  re a d in g , d a ta  whose c r e d ib i l i ty  
cannot be founded o r undermined by f u r th e r  
re a so n in g . I f  such a  d if fe re n c e  o f  in te r p r e ­
ta t io n  can a r i s e  over g iven  d a ta , th en  i t  must 
be p o s s ib le  to  s t ru c tu re  th e  argument so a s  to  
d is t in g u is h  th e  b a s ic ,  b ru te  d a ta  from th e  i n ­
fe re n ce s  made on th e  b a s is  o f  them.

(T ay lo r, 1971, p . 8 )

For R icoeur, however, such v e r i f ic a t io n  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  when 

d ea lin g  w ith  th e  s o c ia l  behav io r o f  man, s in ce  s o c ia l  b eh av io r may 

be sa id  to  r e f l e c t  th e  id e a s  a  man h as  about what he i s  doing  and 

what he i s  t r y in g  to  do. I f  we alw ays knew ex ac tly  what we were 

doing and what we were t r y in g  to  do , however, an o th er ty p e  o f  v e r i ­

f i c a t io n  would be p o s s ib le , t h a t  o f  s e l f - r e p o r t  o f  in te n t io n s  and 

m otives. T his ty p e  o f  v e r i f i c a t io n  i s  rendered  inadequate  by th e  

p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  men may l i e  about what th ey  a re  doing o r  th ey  may 

no t know e x a c tly  what th ey  a re  doing o r  why th ey  a re  doing i t .  In  

R icoeur’s  works (1970; 1971) t h i s  problem i s  re so lv ed  i n  fa v o r o f 

v a l id a t io n a l  p ro ced u res .

T hus, R icoeur c o n tr a s ts  the s o c ia l  sc ien ces  w ith  th e  e m p irica l 

s c ie n c es , th e  form er o p e ra tin g  w ith  v a l id a t io n a l  p rocedures and
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being  in te r p r e ta t iv e  (o r h e rm en eu tica l) sc ien ces  and. th e  l a t t e r  

o p e ra tin g  w ith  v e r i f i c a t io n  p rocedures and being  n o n - in te rp re ta t iv e  

s c ie n c e s . Koch (1971) has a ls o  seen th e  need fo r  a  d i s t in c t io n  o f 

t h i s  so rt*

Many le g it im a te  and im p o rtan t domains o f  psy­
c h o lo g ic a l s tu d y , th e n , cannot be c a l le d  ’s c i ­
en ce ' in  any s ig n i f ic a n t  sen se , and continued  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  t h i s  m islead ing  metaphor can 
o n ly  v i t i a t e ,  d i s t o r t  o r  p e rv e r t  re s e a rc h  e f ­
f o r t . . . . . . T o  p e r s i s t  i n  th e  use o f  t h i s  h ig h ly
c h a rged m etaphor i s  to  shack le  th e se  f i e l d s  
o f  study  w ith  exceed ing ly  u n r e a l i s t i c  expec­
t a t i o n s  concern ing  g e n e r a l i ty  l im i t s  o f  th e  
a n t ic ip a te d  f in d in g s ,  p r e d ic t iv e  s p e c i f i c i ty  
and confidence le v e l s ,  f e a s ib le  re s e a rc h  and 
d a ta  p ro c e ss in g  s t r a t e g i e s ,  and modes o f  con­
c e p tu a l o rd e rin g .

(p . 69*0

As T ay lo r (1971) has p o in ted  o u t, such in te r p r e ta t iv e  sc ie n c e s  can­

no t be judged a g a in s t  th e  c r i t e r i a  o f  th e  em p irica l sc ie n c e s ; in  

p a r t i c u la r ,  th e  i n t e r p r e ta t iv e  sc ien ces  cannot be judged acco rd ing  

to  t h e i r  p re d ic t iv e  c a p a c ity .

P re d ic tio n  i n  th e  i n te r p r e ta t iv e  sc ie n c es  d i f f e r s  from p re d ic ­

t io n  in  th e  em p iric a l s c ie n c e s  in  th re e  ways (T ay lor, 1971 )• f i r s t ,  

i t  i s  im p ossib le  to  d e l in e a te  a  c lo sed  system  o f p sy ch o lo g ica l 

ev en ts ; t h i s  i s  sometimes r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  open system dilemma. 

Second, a  sc ien ce  based on v a l id a t io n  does n o t ach ieve  th e  degree 

o f p re c is io n  i n  measurement t h a t  s c ie n c e s  based on v e r i f i c a t io n  

(and b ru te  d a ta )  can a c h ie v e . T h ird , and most fundam entally , hard  

p re d ic t io n  i s  im p o ssib le  i n  th e  in te r p r e ta t iv e  sc ie n c es  because th e i r
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o b je c t i s  v o lu n ta ry  b eh av io r, and v o lu n ta ry  behavior i s  behav io r to  

which th e re  i s  an a l t e r n a t iv e ;  a s  such , man may decide  he i s  doing 

som ething wrong, o r  th a t  he needs a  change, o r  th a t  he has n o t been 

lo o k in g  a t  th in g s  i n  th e  r i g h t  way, o r  th a t  he does n o t want to  be 

p re d ic ta b le ,  and such a  d e c is io n  and th e  r e s u l t in g  a c tio n s  may 

w e ll no t be p re d ic ta b le . T h is  i s  no t to  deny th a t  p re d ic tio n  o f 

behav io r i s  sometimes p o s s ib le —f o r  i t  i s —b u t i t  i s  to  say th a t  

p re d ic t io n  w i l l  have a  d i f f e r e n t  s ta tu s  in  th e  in te r p r e ta t iv e  s c i ­

ences.

F ar from r e ly in g  on a s e t  o f  c a lc u la t io n s  depending upon ac ­

c u ra te  s p e c if ic a t io n  o f  fundam ental laws govern ing  o b je c ts ,  a s  in  

th e  em p irica l s c ie n c e s , p re d ic tio n  o f  b eh av io r must r e ly  upon what 

can on ly  be c a l le d  in s ig h t  and lu c k . As T ay lo r (1971) say s ,

hard  p r e d ic t io n . . . . j u s t  makes one a  laughing  
s to c k . R ea lly  to  be a b le  to  p re d ic t  th e  f u ­
tu r e  would be to  have e x p l ic i te d  so c le a r ly  
th e  human co n d itio n  th a t  one would a lre a d y  
have pre-em pted a l l  c u l tu r a l  in n o v a tio n  and 
tra n s fo rm a tio n . T h is  i s  h a rd ly  in  th e  bounds 
o f th e  p o s s ib le .

(T aylor, p . 50)

There do n o t appear to  be any com plete works devoted to  ex­

p l i c i t l y  drawing o u t th e  im p lic a tio n s  o f  th e  herm eneu tica l model fo r  

psychology. There a r e ,  however, s e v e ra l a r t i c l e s  (T ay lo r, 1973; 

M ischel, 1973) and a t  l e a s t  one book (Roche, 1973) which o f f e r  a  

number o f  u se fu l su g g es tio n s  f o r  such an a tte m p t.
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Taylor (1973) has suggested  th a t  th e re  a re  a t  l e a s t  th re e  s o r ts  

o f  study  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  psychology a s  i t  i s  p re s e n tly  c o n s ti tu e d .

A f i r s t  ty p e  o f  study  i s  s a id  to  be p sy ch o -p h y sica lly  o r ie n te d  ( in ­

c lu d in g  p h y sio lo g ica l, psychology, sen sa tio n  and p e rc e p tio n , g e n e tic s , 

e t c . )  and r e l i e s  upon th e  c la s s ic a l  model o f  sc ie n c e , which assumes 

th e  e x is te n c e  o f  c e r ta in  "b ru te ” d a ta ; i t  i s  th e  e x is ten c e  o f  th e se  

b ru te  d a ta  which a llo w s th e  psycho-physica l s tu d ie s  to  r e ly  wholly 

upon th e  v e r i f i c a t io n  o f  o b se rv a tio n s  v ia  unanimous in te r s u b je c t iv e  

agreem ent. In  T a y lo r 's  scheme th e  psycho-physica l s tu d ie s  a re  sa id  

to  be concerned w ith  th e  in f r a s t r u c tu r e s  o f our v a rio u s  com petencies.

A second type  o f  s tudy  i s  concerned w ith th e  a c tu a l  s t ru c tu re s  

o f our com petencies. Formal examples o f such s t r u c tu r a l  study  i r  • 

e lude  Chomsky's tra n s fo rm a tio n a l grammar in  th e  f i e l d  o f p sy ch o lin ­

g u i s t i c s  and P ia g e t ' s  s ta g e s  o f  co g n itiv e  development in  th e  f i e l d  

o f  developm ental, psychology. The th i r d  and f i n a l  type o f  study 

p re sen te d  by Taylor co n ce n tra te s  on fu lly -m o tiv a te d  behav ior o r 

perform ance. The s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  a re a  focus on th e  a c tu a l  use o f  

com petencies tow ards p a r t i c u la r  ends. I t  i s  in  t h i s  f i n a l  a re a  o f 

study  w ith in  psychology t h a t  th e  herm eneutical model i s  a p p ro p r ia te .

Thus, herm eneutics i s  a p p lic a b le  only  to  a  segment o f  th e  work 

done in  psychology. Moreover, s tu d ie s  in  th e  in f r a s t r u c tu r a l  end 

s t r u c tu r a l  domains must be taken  in to  account in  any a ttem p t to  ex­

p la in  fu lly -m o tiv a te d  a c t io n .  The d a ta  from th e se  two domains can 

be vised to  fo rm u la te  ex p ec tan c ies  o f  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  re g a rd in g  th e
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l ik e l ih o o d  th a t  v a r io u s  e x p la n a tio n s  a p p ly  to  a p a r t ic u la r  a c t io n  or  

s e r i e s  o f  a c t io n s .

M isch el (1973) h a s  su g g e ste d  a  c o g n it iv e  s o c ia l  le a r n in g  ap­

proach t o  th e  stu d y  o f  p e r s o n a li t y  which ad m its a t  l e a s t  th r e e  l e g i t ­

im ate and d i s t i n c t  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  F i r s t ,  f o r  p e r s o n o lo g is t s  i n t e r e s t ­

ed in  f a c t o r s  in  th e  in d iv id u a l ' s  environm ent which may he a l t e r e d  

t o  produce changes in  perform ance i t  may he u s e fu l  t o  fo c u s  on t o p ic s  

such a s  " stim u lu s  c o n tr o l" , " rein forcem en t c o n tro l"  and th e  l i k e .  

Hbcamples o f  such  s t u d ie s  w ith in  t h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  in c lu d e  operant  

c o n d it io n in g , resp on d en t c o n d it io n in g , and s o c ia l  le a r n in g .

Second, f o r  p e r s o n o lo g is t s  in t e r e s t e d  i n  how th e  e x te r n a l  con­

d i t i o n s  produce t h e ir  e f f e c t s  i t  may he u s e fu l  t o  c o n c e n tr a te  a t ­

t e n t io n  on c e r t a in  p erson  v a r ia b le s .  Among such v a r ia b le s  M ischel 

l i s t s  " c o g n it iv e  and b e h a v io r a l c o n s tr u c t io n  co m p ete n c ie s , en cod in g  

s t r a t e g i e s  and p e r so n a l c o n s tr u c t s ,  b eh avior-ou tcom e and s t im u lu s -  

ou t come e x p e c ta n c ie s ,  s u b j e c t iv e  s tim u lu s  v a lu e s ,  and s e l f - r e g u la t o r y  

system s and p lan s"  (p . 252) .

T h ird , f o r  p e r s o n o lo g is t s  in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  i n d iv id u a l ' s  ex ­

p e r ie n c e s  i t  may be u s e fu l  t o  fo c u s  on th e  p h enom enolog ica l im pact 

o f  e x te r n a l  c o n d it io n s  on th e  th o u g h ts , f e e l i n g s ,  and o th e r  s u b j e c t iv e  

(but com m unicable) s t a t e s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . Which o f  t h e s e  th r e e  p e r ­

s p e c t iv e s  i s  m ost u s e f u l  w i l l  depend upon th e  p a r t ic u la r  in t e n t io n s  

o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g is t .
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Roche (1973) has c a re fu l ly  and thoroughly  compared phenomenolog­

i c a l  philosophy (p r im arily  H u ss e r l 's  and M erleau-P on ty 's) w ith con­

c ep tu a l a n a ly s is  (a s  i t  has been developed in  England) reg a rd in g  

th e  way in  which th ey  d e a l w ith  c e r ta in  system s o f  psychology and 

w ith  c e r ta in  is s u e s  in  th e  f i e ld  o f  psycho log ica l ex p lana tion  and 

understand ing . I n te r e s t in g ly ,  Roche concludes th a t  th e  two share 

two fundam ental assum ptions, th o se  o f a  p e r s o n a l ls t ic  ontology and 

e x p e r ie n t ia l  em piricism . In  th e  p rev ious ch ap te r we saw th a t  

R icoeur was a ttem p tin g  to  p rov ide  a  l in g u is t i c  phenomenology which 

would lend  i t s e l f  to  some use in  th e  s o c ia l  sc ie n c es .

By p e r s o n a l ls t ic  ontology Roche means th a t  both  phenomenology 

and concep tual a n a ly s is  assume th e  e :d sten ce  o f e n t i t i e s  c a lle d  

p e rso n s, and th a t  th e se  e n t i t i e s  have th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  be ing  em- 

bodied , tem poral, in te n t io n a l  and s o c ia l .  3y e x p e r ie n t ia l  em piricism  

Roche assumes th a t  both  phenomenology and conceptual a n a ly s is  r e ­

p u d ia te  th e  s t r i c t  forms o f  mind-body dualism s which lead  to  d i s t in c ­

t io n s  between p u b lic  and p r iv a te  even ts and obscure th e  e s s e n t ia l  

u n ity  o f  experience  and a c t i o n . .  E x p e rie n tia l em piricism  may be 

taken  to  r e f e r  to  R ic o eu r 's  conception o f th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c es .

Roche id e n t i f i e s  th e  two above assum ptions a s  th e  fundamental, 

assum ptions o f hum anistic  ph ilosophy , n o tin g  th a t  th e se  assum ptions 

a re  in  keeping w ith  th e  common sense o f most a c to r s .  Man i s  con­

ceived  o f  a s  a  s k i11-u se r  (o r  competent e n t i ty )  who u ses  p h y s ica l 

r e a l i t i e s  a s  in s tru m en ts  f o r  h is  p ro je c ts  and a c t io n s ,  bo th  u ses  and
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i s  used by h i s  su rround ing  s o c ia l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and r e la t e s  t o  o th er  

men in  a  v a r ie t y  o f  ways* F u r th e r , man i s  co n c e iv e d  o f  a s  cap ab le  

o f  s e lf -k n o w le d g e , and t h i s  s e lf -k n o w le d g e  i s  com m unicable.

The s tu d y  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  may now be r e c o n c e iv e d  in  th e  fo l lo w ­

in g  w ays. The o b je c t  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  s tu d y  i s  m e a n in g fu lly -o r ie n te d  

(r u le -g o v e r n e d )  b eh a v io r  or a c t io n  perform ed by in d iv id u a ls .  Mean­

in g f u l ly - o r ie n t e d  b eh a v io r  may be c o n c e iv e d  a s  a  t e x t  which i s  open 

f o r  in t e r p r e t a t io n s ,  bu t which i s  n o t s u i t a b le  f o r  e it h e r  b e h a v io r ­

i s t i c  or  m e n t a l is t ic  r e d u c tio n is m s . M e a n in g fu lly -o r ie n te d  b eh av ior  

w i l l  a lw a y s be b ased  on c e r t a in  b o d i ly  in f r a s t r u c t u r e s  and c e r ta in  

m en ta l and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  T hese in f r a s t r u c t u r e s  c o n s t i t u t e  

T a y lo r 's  p s y c h o -p h y s ic a l domain o f  s tu d y , w h ile  th e  m ental s tr u c tu r e s  

a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  by H is c h e l ' s  p erson  v a r ia b le s ;  b o th  b e h a v io r is t ic  

p sy ch o lo g y  and p h en om en olog ica l p sy c h o lo g y  rem ain le g i t im a t e  s t u d ie s ,  

w ith  an i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e ir  own, b u t t h e ir  fu n c t io n  in  p e r s o n a l i t y  

stu d y  i s  su b o rd in a ted  t o  th e  in t e r p r e t a t iv e  p r o c e s s  a s  a  w h o le .

The s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  in  our w orld  r e p r e s e n t  i n s t i t u i t i o n s  and organ­

i z a t i o n s  o f  v a r io u s  s o r t s  which e x e r t  a  more o r  l e s s  c o e r c iv e  o r  

c h a n n e liz in g  in f lu e n c e  on our l i v e s .  T h e ir  r e a l i t y  i s  o th e r  than  

p u r e ly  p h y s ic a l ,  b u t t h e ir  e x is t e n c e  may n o t  be doubted w ith o u t a  

r e d u c tio n ism  o f  some s o r t  w hich s t r i p s  a c t io n s  o f  t h e ir  s o c i a l  r e ­

f e r e n t " .

The a c t u a l  p r o c e ss  o f  in t e r p r e t a t io n  in  p e r s o n a l i t y  s tu d y  w i l l  

f o l lo w  H ic o e u r ’ s  s u g g e s t io n s  a s  p r e se n te d  in  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r . In

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

th e  f ig u re  o f  th e  d ia l e c t i c  between ex p lan a tio n  and understand ing  

which moves from ex p lan a tio n  to  understand ing  M ischel’s  person  v a r­

ia b le s  co n sidered  a s  s t r u c tu r e s  o f  p e rs o n a lity  w i l l  p rov ide  th e  focus 

o f  a t te n t io n ;  in  th e  f ig u re  moving from understand ing  to  ex p lan a tio n  

our inform ed guesses a s  to  th e  meaning and c o rre c t in te r p r e ta t io n  o f 

th e  a c tio n  t e x t s  w i l l  r e ly  on th e  d a ta  o f  b e h a v io r is t ic  psychology 

and phenom enological psychology (o r th e  e x te rn a l co n d itio n s  o f  be­

hav io r and t h e i r  phenom enological im pact, a s  M ischel p u ts  i t ) .  P ro­

v id in g  an in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  a c tio n  t e x t  w i l l  c o n s is t  o f 

answ ering th e  v a rio u s  what q u estio n s  asked o f th e  t e x t  in  term s o f 

th e  reaso n s  why th e  a c t io n s  were engaged in .

One p o s s ib le  d i s t r e s s in g  im p lic a tio n  o f th e  herm eneu tica l model 

a s  ap p lie d  in  p e rs o n a li ty  study  i s  th a t  no s in g le  th eo ry  o f person­

a l i t y  cam be accep ted  a s  ap p ly in g  in d i f f e r e n t ly  to  a l l  a c tio n  t e x t s .  

The study o f  p e r s o n a li ty  a s  a  h i s to r i c a l  d is c ip l in e  (which i s  im plied  

by th e  herm eneutical, model) r e le g a te s  th eo ry  to  th e  r o le  o f  a ttem p tin g  

to  p rov ide  a  coheren t account o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  t e x t  o r  s e r ie s  o f  

t e x ts ;  in  t h i s  r o le  th e o ry  i s  none o th e r  than  what has been r e f e r r e d  

to  in  t h i s  e ssay  a s  in t e r p r e ta t io n .  As such, th e  s tudy  o f  p e rso n a l­

i t y  th eo ry  becomes th e  s tudy  o f  r u le s  and methods o f  in te r p r e ta t io n  

r a th e r  th an  am e x p lo ra tio n  o f  th e  v a rio u s  th e o r ie s  which have a tte m p t­

ed to  account f o r  th e  a c t io n s  o f  a l l  men in  term s o f  some s p e c if ic  

s e t  o f d r iv e s ,  needs, g o a ls  o r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .
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As lo n g  a s  phenom enologica l p sych o logy  i s  c o n ce iv ed  o f  a s  a  

d i s c i p l i n e  r e la t in g  o n ly  t o  p sy ch o lo g y  a s  a  n a tu r a l s c ie n c e  (and 

b ased  on th e  c l a s s i c a l  model o f  s c ie n c e ) ,  e i t h e r  one p sych o logy  must 

be view ed a s  su p e r io r  t o  th e  o th e r  (a s  in  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  v ie w ) o r  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  two must remain ambig­

uous (a s  i n  Kockelmans' v ie w ) .  I t  i s  o n ly  when b oth  p s y c h o lo g ie s  

may be su b ord in a ted  t o  an im p a r t ia l  in t e r p r e t a t iv e  p r o c e ss  t h a t  each  

can be c o n ce iv ed  o f  a s  occu p yin g  unambiguous and e q u a lly  le g i t im a te  

p o s i t io n s  in  p sy ch o lo g y  a s  a w hole and p e r s o n a li t y  in  p a r t ic u la r ;  

such a  v iew  i s  r e p r e se n te d  by R ic o e u r 's  work, a lth ou gh  th e  im p lic a ­

t i o n s  f o r  p sy ch o lo g y  have n o t been  made e x p l i c i t  in  t h i s  way by him.

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  both  R ogers and MacLeod may be view ed a s  f o r e ­

ru n n ers o f  t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  reg a rd in g  th e  proper fu n c t io n in g  and 

s t a t u s  o f  a  p h enom enolog ica l p sy c h o lo g y . A lthough t h e ir  v iew s are  

n o t s t r i c t l y  i n  accord  w ith  H u s s e r l 's ,  n e ith e r  i s  R ic o e u r 's . For 

b oth  R ogers and MacLeod p henom enologica l p sych o logy  i s  sim ply  another  

p e r s p e c t iv e  i n  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  p sy c h o lo g y , n e ith e r  s t r i c t l y  o b je c t iv e  

nor s t r i c t l y  s u b j e c t iv e .  A lthough g lim p sin g  th e  tr u th  about th e  

le g it im a c y  o f  phenom enolog ica l p sy c h o lo g y , how ever, n e ith e r  Rogers 

nor MacLeod a ttem p ted  t o  c a r e f u l ly  e x p l ic a t e  th e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  

way o f  knowing; nor d id  e i t h e r  o f  them grasp  th a t  th e  p r o c e ss  o f  

in t e r p r e t a t io n  cou ld  p ro v id e  a  new m ethodology f o r  p sych o logy  or  

th a t  th e  model o f  h erm en eu tics co u ld  su g g e s t  a  new ty p e  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y
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in  th e  s o c ia l  sc ien ces  a s  a  whole. This f i n a l  c h ap te r has  a ttem pted  

to  show th e  sen se , coherence, and im p lic a tio n s  o f  such a  "new o b je c t­

iv i ty "  f o r  th e  study  o f p e rs o n a li ty , i
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